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Bowling club                                              -  Ken Jones                    01352 759 816 
Craft Group                                                   -  Elfrida Jones               01352 756 445 
Friends of Nercwys School                        -  Jo Capstick                  01352 770 924 
Griffith Roberts Charity                                -  Mavis  Bartlett            01352 810 416 
Mother and Toddler                                    -  Jo Capstick                  01352 770 924 
Nercwys and District Rural Association   -  Malcolm Parry              01352 756 401 
Nercwys Cricket Club / Pool Team           -  Mark Gracey                 01352 752 333 
Village Fete Committee                            -  Mark Gracey                 01352 752 333 
Village Hall Committee                            -  Liz Holland                   01352 759 722 
Women’s Institute                                       -  Elsie Sheldon                01352 810 446 
Youth Council                                             -  Bill Brereton                 01352 758 723                                      

Would  you  like  your  organisation  details  included  in  future  issues?  If  so,  please con-
tact  Peter  Addiscott  on  759986  or  at  Glasfryn,  Ffordd Y Pentre.                                            
 

Village Website:  www.nercwys.org.uk                                                                
Community Council Website:   www.nercwys.net 

   Some time has elapsed since the Community Council’s Public meeting held on a 
snowy January evening, but it is considered worthwhile to look at the events that 
led up to that meeting as well as reviewing the evening’s proceedings. 
   The Welsh assembly Government (WAG) has been showing more interest in the 
problems (housing, transport, language and facilities) of rural areas within Wales 
and as a result of a report by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation Commission on 
‘Housing in Rural Wales’ (May 2008), initial steps were taken, including an       
expansion of an existing pilot scheme using Rural Housing Enablers (RHE), whose 
role, as their title suggests, is to examine the housing requirements of rural        
communities with the relevant statutory bodies, including Community Councils. 
Flintshire County Council (FCC) will be, at some point in the future, when they 
have fully digested and implemented the long running saga of the Unitary           
Development Plan (UDP), considering a successor to the existing Delyn, Alyn & 
Deeside and the Draft North Flintshire Local Plans. In anticipation of this, 
Gwernymyndd and Nercwys Community Councils (NCC) have held Community 
Strategy meetings and also the NCC conducted a Housing Needs survey which was 
distributed with the June issue of the Nercwys News. In addition, a separate study 
was carried out by the local Flintshire and Wrexham RHE. The results of the NCC 
survey were published in the September issue of the Nercwys News and 67% of 
those who replied, considered that ‘affordable housing’ was the most important 
category. It is not clear what the RHE discovered, but apparently a number of    
residents were unhappy with the RHE’s and the NCC’s findings, formed an ‘Action 
Group’ (NAG) and conducted their own survey, the results of which were presented 
to an informal meeting of the NCC in December. This meeting, for reasons only 
known to those present, degenerated into a long drawn out argument. 
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   At the Public Meeting in January, a large number of people present witnessed an 
extremely lengthy presentation of the NAG’s survey which, again unsurprisingly, 
found that the majority of those asked, favoured ‘affordable’ (ie. 1-3 bed) housing 
as their first choice for future housing requirements. So you may well ask, given 
that both local surveys produced very similar results, why were voices raised? From 
the sparse information gleaned, it would appear that NAG has seized on one aspect 
of the RHE’s role (the consideration of the role of Housing Associations) and     
categorically stated that they weren’t prepared to let any Housing Association     
development within the village as it would let in ‘undesirable elements’ (not the 
term that they used). At the end of the presentation at the public meeting, the   
speakers for NAG demanded (not asked) that the NCC break off all contact with the 
RHE. There will be further comment on this stance later in this editorial. 
   Several people who attended this meeting considered that the behaviour of both 
parties (NAG and some members of the NCC) was totally unacceptable. The NAG 
speakers were assertive, bordering on the aggressive and what most present seem to 
have forgotten is that all councillors are volunteers and give up their own time to 
serve their community. Surely good manners dictate that everyone should speak 
civilly, privately or publicly. The NCC could be considered to be at somewhat of a 
disadvantage as five of the nine councillors were elected only last May. From what 
was observed at the public meeting, there appears to be little or no cohesion        
between the new and existing councillors and some councillors have yet to embrace 
the concept of collective responsibility as well as their ‘Code of Conduct’. Certainly 
their silence was deafening during NAG’s ‘onslaught’. There appears to be little 
trust between individuals as well as between the two groups. Both groups should 
urgently reconsider their positions now as there could be a danger of Nercwys’   
input into any future local plan being ignored if there is open dissent within the   
village. 
   Surely what should be under discussion is the future housing requirement, not 
what we don’t want? It is ironic that in the midst of all the argument, the majority of 
those asked, favoured ‘affordable housing’. NADRA has been studying the various 
Local and County Structure Plans since the 1980’s and to date, there has been no 
mention of, as well as no perceived requirement for ‘social housing’, this term    
being used to differentiate this from ‘affordable housing’, within any of the Plans.  
  It would appear that FCC, NCC and NAG have seized upon this buzz word 
‘affordable housing’ which suggests that only part of the housing market is 
‘affordable’. This, of course, is vague and meaningless as we wouldn’t be living in 
our homes unless we could afford them! The various categories of housing could be 
more accurately described as 1) Social Housing (Council and Housing Association 
owned), 2) Shared ownership schemes and 3) Private ownership.  
  NAG has picked on one of the many policy statements within the Draft UDP 
(HSG11) as well as the recent appointment of the RHE, as an indication that      
Nercwys could soon have a Housing Association development here. There is no 
indication that this is even under consideration as Cllr. Nancy Matthews has  ���������
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stated that there is no land available within the village boundary and the revised  
version of HSG11 (2009), which is not yet ratified, states that, “affordable housing 
(the vague wording used within the UDP) will only be permitted outside village 
settlement boundaries if (a) there is evidence of genuine local need for such        
provision and ....(c) schemes abut settlement boundaries and form logical            
extensions to settlements, avoiding ribbon and fragmented development..........” 
Judging by the complete lack of interest in the Leason Homes’ presentation in    
December 2007 and the Community Strategy meeting held last autumn (both in the 
Soar Chapel), criteria (a) cannot be met. But, what about the two village survey  
results? It would appear that many within the village are less than clear about what 
they want (as opposed to what they do not want) – or perhaps the information     
provided by all  parties is confusing? 
   However, elsewhere in the UDP, it is stated that 30% of all future house builds 
should be ‘affordable housing’ (HSG10) but that has been superseded by the      
revised requirement (considered after the publication of the North East Wales   
Market Housing Assessment (NEWMHA)) of 38%. But FCC must have had       
second thoughts as the requirement has been lowered again to 30% for building 
sites of at least 1.0 hectare (or 25 dwellings) (HSG10 11.71). For smaller sites, 
FCC will negotiate with the developer, but within the UDP timescale (2000-15), it 
is anticipated that 1,000 ‘affordable homes’ will be constructed within Flintshire.  
Nercwys is a category C settlement and for us, the UDP has a projected growth of 
up to 10% (HSG2 11.43a) which equates to approximately 20 dwellings. If barn 
and farm conversions are included, then our growth target has been achieved and 
only limited infill is now possible. 

 [HSG3 Housing on Unallocated Sites Within Settlement Boundaries:  
On unallocated sites within settlement boundaries, new housing, the change of use 
of non-residential buildings to dwellings, the renovation or replacement of existing 
dwellings, and infill development will be permitted provided that:  

a. in category C settlements it is the renovation or replacement of an existing 
dwelling or it is to meet proven local needs and cumulatively does not result in 
over 10% growth since 2000.] 
 

   But in 2006, FCC commissioned yet another external body 
(www.housingconsultancy.co.uk) (HC) to report on the Flintshire housing market 
and one telling statistic illustrates the reality of the UDP’s reliability and FCC’s  
disarray. In HC’s report (Flintshire Housing Strategy 2007 – 12), it states that in the 
time period 2000 – 05, Housing Associations had built 115 dwellings, but FCC had 
sold 917 under the ‘Right to Buy’ scheme. Those figures reflect the ‘better times’ 
before the current recession so there seems little or no likelihood of the UDP’s    
targets being achieved. Another figure quoted was that the average price of a      
terraced house within Flintshire was £119,484 (at the time of the report). 
   If , in the future, the village boundary is extended and ‘affordable housing’ is     
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proposed, is there a need for such a reaction as has been witnessed? The residents 
apparently are in favour of ’smaller housing’, but some aren’t, even though their 
own survey supports the general view. What should be remembered by all who take 
part in the discussions is that ‘social housing’ has had a long and distinguished   
history, starting with Alms Houses and ending with pre- and post war council 
houses, which, of course, Nercwys had before their controversial sell off in the 
1980s onwards. Now there are more alternatives, ranging from council (or housing 
association) properties, through part ownership schemes (also run by housing     
associations) to private build. It is generally agreed that the village requires new 
comers, but who can afford privately built 2 or 3 bed terrace or semis, with a    
minimum cost of £130,000? Very few would be the answer. Therefore, some form 
of association (running very successfully in other parts of the country) should at 
least be discussed as part of our future strategy. It seems ironic that NAG wants to 
cut all ties with the RHE and thus potentially preventing any of their children living 
here. Did NAG, when canvassing for their survey, fully explain the various types of 
housing now available, or did they solely concentrate on a few examples of ‘social 
housing’ which haven’t worked? Was their survey without prejudice (which is their           
accusation of the NCC’s survey)? The NCC needs to reconsider their apparently 
passive role in the future strategy deliberations and must be prepared to talk to any 
agency in the future if we are to achieve what the majority of the village would like. 
After all, does Nercwys want a say in what happens in the future, or do we 
want unpopular decisions foisted on us if we refuse to talk to anyone? They also 
need to vet planning applications far more thoroughly – do we need yet more 
‘executive’ style houses? But, until FCC’s housing strategies reflect their plans 
(UDPs and Local Plans), there seems little chance of any significant change in the 
housing balance within Nercwys. 
   No doubt there will be those who disagree with what has been written, but we 
need a sensible debate, not confrontation. All correspondence is welcome, but as I 
have put my name to this extended editorial, I will only consider publication if you 
do the same. 
   Finally, it is within living memory that signs were hung outside homes stating that 
no Irish, Jews or Coloureds were welcome. Does Nercwys want that reputation? 
Surely we are more broad minded and tolerant than our ancestors? 
                                                                                                             Peter Addiscott 
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  NERCWYS  BOWLING  CLUB                                                         
  Here we are again at the start of a new season. 
  As I said last September, the ‘A’ team was promoted and we were very pleased. 
The ‘B’ team also did very well last season, but we are still looking for new     
members. Anybody interested can contact me and we would give tuition to anyone 
who fancies a game. 
  The new season starts at the beginning of April so all are welcome. 
                                                                                            Ken Jones 
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  At a recent committee meeting, a number of topics were discussed: 
1)  Flintshire UDP – as mentioned in the last issue, a revised policy for the          
protection of mineral interests (MIN8) has now been published and it states,   
‘To ensure that known mineral resources are safeguarded for future use,   
Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSA’s) have been identified and are shown on 
the proposals map below. (The areas are shown by the dots - Ed). 
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  Any non-mineral development within a MSA will require evidence as to what 
extent it may sterilise or restrict the working of mineral resources. Where the 
evidence is not forthcoming or demonstrates that there will be an unacceptable 
impact on mineral resources the application will be refused. However, where it 
is considered that the proposed development is of overriding importance,    
consideration will be given to the principle of pre-extraction of the minerals.  
 

18.19 Developments proposed within identified Mineral Safeguarding Areas 
will be assessed to ensure they do not sterilise mineral resources either by    
developing over identified deposits or by restricting future mineral extraction. 

Within the Minerals Safeguarding Area consultation between the Minerals 
Planning Authority, the minerals industry and others will be undertaken     
before certain non-mineral planning applications made within the area are   
determined. 
18.20 Policy MIN8 seeks to ensure that all mineral interests are adequately 
safeguarded from unnecessary sterilisation and loss. Whilst the Proposals Map 
only identifies Minerals Safeguarding Areas for hard rock and sand and gravel 
deposits, this policy will also apply to the protection of energy minerals. The 
exploitation of energy minerals such as coal is unlikely to be a significant issue 
for this Plan period but may have considerable future importance for        
Flintshire. Areas such as Point of Ayr and the site of the Point of Ayr Colliery 
are perhaps the best examples of where it will be necessary to consider the   
protection of deep coal seems from unnecessary development and subsequent 
sterilisation.’   
  This policy does affect Nercwys because of the deposits of limestone beneath us. 
Apart from the MSA around Bryngwyn Farm and America Farm, most of the MSAs 
are located along the Afon Terrig valley, all of Broncoed Isaf, most of the Tower 
and the Waen and smaller areas adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Village   
development boundary. As can be seen from the text of MIN8, MSAs do not      
preclude future development, but the final decision would depend upon the size of 
the planned project. 
2)  The domain name for the first Nercwys website as developed for NADRA 
comes up for renewal in July. The future of both village websites has been           
discussed and Andy Crosby gave some information about the Community Council’s 
website in the last issue. It was decided that, subject to the cost, NADRA would 
renew our domain name, especially as the Village Archive project is now in        
progress. 
3)  The future of the continued production of the Nercwys News was considered. 
NADRA will be solely funding the newsletter this year, so we will be reliant upon 
members renewing their membership in the next few months. It was decided to keep 
the membership subscriptions at their existing level (£1 each or 50p for Senior 
Citizens) and we are proud to say that these have remained the same since         
NADRA’s formation in 1981. Your membership can be renewed at any time 
and a membership slip will be included in the June issue.          (cond) ����������
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4)   The proposed date for our AGM  is provisionally fixed for Thursday, the 10th of 
June in the Soar Chapel, just before the start of the World Cup, so there will be no 
clashing! The first photograph album from the Nercwys Archives (1982 – 2009) 
will be on display, so why not come along? More details will be given in the next 
issue.                                                                                                   Peter Addiscott�

CHURCH CHAT  

  Lent began with Ash Wednesday on 17th February, ‘forty days and forty nights’ in 
which to think about the traditional ‘giving up’ of something precious – will it be 
chocolate? alcohol? ……..  or should it be a more modern look at the consumerist 
lifestyle and a commitment to buy only what is needed, to switch off the ‘standby’ 
button, to waste a little less?  Lent is also about thinking of the need of others and 
giving, not just money but time and fellowship. 
  If you walk through the churchyard regularly you will have noticed that the 
‘garden’ near the main door is in a sorry state with a fine crop of bindweed and 
ground elder and several untidy shrubs.  It has become increasingly difficult to find 
people with the spare time to look after it properly and the Parochial Church     
Council has decided to take the opportunity to turn the area into a Garden of       
Remembrance.  It will be dug out and a proper base made for a seat surrounded by 
an area of paving and slate chippings.  With the agreement of the family, the work 
will be started in the memory of Mary Jones, Ty Draw and the seat named for    
Richard Hobhouse who served the Church faithfully for years as treasurer.  Once 
the main work is done there will be room for some large stone pots which can be 
filled with colour at minimum maintenance.  If you have someone dear that you 
would like to see remembered there, please talk to the vicar, wardens or treasurer.  
Work will have started by the time this goes out and we are hoping that people will 
be inspired to come along and offer help to concrete, lay paving and top dress.  The 
aim is to have it ready in time for Easter.  Do go along and offer the odd hour of 
labour. 
                                                                                                               Mavis Bartlett                                                                                            

�

GRIFFITH ROBERTS CHARITY  
  Twice a year the Charity has a small sum of money available to help with the   

education of young people from Nercwys and Treuddyn.  If you are under 25 and 
are studying – music, college, university, apprenticeship or something  similar – 

why not ask for an application form?   
  Forms need to be in by 1st April or 1 st October. 

  Write or phone:  Mavis Bartlett,  Cae Newydd,  Nercwys,  Mold.  CH7  4AY              
01352 810416                   
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CAPEL SOAR   
 

  Wedi 'r eira rydym yn gallu mynd ymlaen a'r gwasanaethau.  Er  na  chanslwyd y’r  
ungwasanaeth yn y capel ond roedd yn rhaid cynnal gwasanaeth ar ddydd  Cyfarfod 
Gweddi am y flwyddyn  hyd y pnawn Sul10fed o Ionawr. Ynddo cawsom  wasaneth 
wedi'i  baratoi  gan  Mrs.  Marion  Simkin  pryd  y  darllenodd  lythyr  oedd  wedi          
ysgrifennu  gan  ei  thad,  pan  oedd  yn  Llundain, yn  rhoi  gwaeddodiad  i'w  gyd  
flaenoriaid  ddod  i'r  Henaduriath.  Canslwyd  ein cyfarfod  Henaduriaeth o  Ionawr 
13eg hyd  Chwefror 17eg. ac yr oedd rhai ohonom yn methu mynd oherwydd newid 
yn y dyddiad. 
   Cynhelir  Seiat  Ymweld  nos  Iau  Chwefror  25ain  er  mwyn  i  ni  gydymffurfio  
a'r Henaduriaeth  newydd. Fe fydd  y seiat  yn cael ei arwain gan Y  Parchedig  T.R. 
Wright  (Wrecsam)  a  bydd  Mrs. Iola  Roberts  (Cymau)  a  Mr. Aled  Pritchard 
(Wrecsam) yn cadw cwmni iddo . Gan obeithio y bydd cynulleidfa dda yno. 
   Rydym yn falch o glywed fod Beryl yn mynd i gael llaw diniaeth ar ol yr aros mor 
hir, gan obeithio y daw yn well ar ol hyn. Rydym yn deall fod Mr. Wil Sheperd  
ddim yn dda iawn gan obeithio ei fod yn teimlo yn well erbyn rwan. 
 

  Yr Ysgol Sul. 
 

  Mae'r Ysgol Sul wedi dioddef yn tywydd mawr.Rydym yn ôl ar hyn o bryd ac mae 
yna aelod newydd  wedi dod atom. Sara yw ei henw ac mae  croeso  iddi ac unrhyw 
un  arall sydd eisiau dod atom. 
 

  Y Gymdeithas. 
 

  Diolch yr ydym  wedi parhau gyda'r Gymdeithas. Cyn y Nadolig cawsom ein    
diddorol gyda Chodi Cwestiwn. Mr. Ifor Thomas oedd yn gofyn y cwestiynnau. Ar 
y panel oedd Mrs.  Margaret  Jones,  Mr.  Gwilym  Edwards,  Mrs.  Meri  Gruffydd  
a  Mr.  Dafydd Gruffydd.  Cawsom  noson  arbennig  iawn  gyda'r  panel  yn  ateb  y 
cwestynnau  yn ddealladwy iawn. Y Nadolig wedi  hyn ac fe gawsom, yn ffortunus, 
ein gwasanaeth yn yr eglwys ond fe canslwyd  ein noson  carolau am fod y tywydd  
yn ddrwg. Fe  gawsom Plygain arbennig a mwy o ieuenctid yn cymryd rhan. 
  Mae'r Gymdeithas yn mynd ymlaen nawr, fe gawsom ddarlith gan Dr. Philip     
Davies ar ei waith fel Ynad. Heddwch i'r ieuenctid. Daeth ei ddarlith i ben i ni, y 
gynulleidfa, rhoi ein  dedfryd  ar  rhai  o  ochsion .  Nid  oedd  ein dedfrydani ni  yr 
un math. Ond hwyl y noson oedd  yn bwysig. I fynd  hefo'r cyfarfod cawsom noson 
ar waith ein gweinidog Y Parch Nan Powell Davies yn y carchar yn Lerpwl. Dwy  
noson  yn  dweud  wrthym  am rhywbeth sydd yn digwydd mewn byd arall. 
  Mi fyddwn yn dathlu ein cyfarfod gyda phlant ar bobol ieuanc 'Brethyn Cartref’. 
Mae'r noson  yma  yn llwyddiannus bob blwyddyn. Margaret  a Dewi Hughes  fydd 
yn trefnu'r noson. Mae  hwn  yn  digwydd  ar 19eg o Chwefror ac wedi'n mi fyddwn  
yn  dathlu ein diwrnod ein Mabsant, ar  Fawrth laf. Ar  l5fed Fawrth  mae  yna  
rhaglen 'Gwanwyn  yn yr Arinnin' ac wedyn mae ein cyngerdd ar Ebrill 5ed gyda 
artistiaid enwog. Cyflwynydd Mrs. Marion Simkin a'r diolchiadau gan Mrs. Eleri 
Jones. 
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FRIENDS OF NERCWYS SCHOOL 
 

March  

  1st              St David’s Day Service  -  2.00pm 
    9th             Bag2School Collection  -  9.00am 
11th           School Trip – Erddig Hall 
14th           Mothering Sunday Service – St Mary 11.15am 
19th           Garden Opening  -  1.30pm 
26th           Last Day of Term – Easter Holiday 
 

April  

12th           Training Day 
13th           First Day of Term 
 

May  

23rd           Sponsored Walk - Nercwys Forest  -  11.00am 
 
 

Bag2School – Tuesday 9th March at 9.00am 
Please remember this as you clear out those outgrown clothes, shoes, belts, bedding 
and handbags.   
Friends of Nercwys School 100 Club 
 

We are aware that some families find it difficult to attend many or any of the events 
we put on to raise funds. Therefore we are currently in the process of setting up a 
100 Club.  This would mean that you pay £10 per number and you can buy as many 
numbers as you wish. Your ‘number(s)' are then entered in 3 draws per year, one 
per term.  So you have three chances of winning a cash prize and it’s an easy way of 
making a contribution to ‘Friends’. The more ‘numbers’ we manage to sell the     
bigger the cash prize will be, so it will be open to all friends, family, staff and 
neighbours of Nercwys School children. The more the merrier! Please find enclosed 
the entry form.  Please return it to Nercwys School, together with the payment of 
£10. We aim to make the first draw at the first Friends meeting after the Easter   
holiday. Feel free to make copies of the form and enter as many times as you like. 
 

Sponsored Walk – Sunday 23rd May – Nercwys Forest 
 

This year we have decided to head to the forest for our annual sponsored walk.  The 
route will be planned closer to the time, but we will definitely be stopping en-route 
for a ‘BYO’ picnic.  So please make a note of this on your family’s calendar and 
let’s hope for sunshine! 

RECYCLING  CENTRE  

  Don’t forget, from April 1st, hours of opening are 8am to 8pm. 
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The Mobile Office will be visiting Nercwys on Monday 30th March.                 
Also, the following dates are provisional: Monday 11th May and Monday 22nd 
June.  Times of all visits are 10.15am - 10.45am and the Office will be parked    
opposite the Children’s Playground. 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, NERCWYS:  
 

Calendar,  March – June 2010: 
 

MARCH: 
  2     Mold Deanery Conference meets at Connah’s  Quay, 7.30pm (Tuesday). 
    7     Third Sunday of Lent: Holy Eucharist at 11.15am. 
14     Lent 4, Mothering Sunday: service at 11.15am. 
21     Passion Sunday: Holy Eucharist at 11.15am. 
28     Palm Sunday: Holy Eucharist and Distribution of Palm Crosses, 11.15am. 
APRIL : 
  1     Maundy Thursday: Holy Eucharist at 10am.    
    2     GOOD FRIDAY :  Litany & Liturgy, 10am. 
    4     EASTER DAY:  Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
11       Second Sunday of Easter: Matins, Morning Prayer at 11.15am. 
15       Annual Meeting (“Vestry”),  7pm (Thursday). 
18       Third Sunday of Easter: Holy Eucharist at 11.15am. 
25     Fourth Sunday of Easter: Matins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
MAY : 
  2     Fifth Sunday of Easter: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
    9     Sixth Sunday of Easter, Rogation:  matins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
13    (Thursday)  ASCENSION DAY: Holy Eucharist at 10am. 
16     Sunday after Ascension Day: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
23     PENTECOST, WHITSUNDAY : Holy Eucharist at 11.15am. 
30     Trinity Sunday: Holy Communion, 11.15am. 
     

ELECTORAL ROLL.... IMPORTANT! 
The Church Electoral Roll, which has no connection to the Civil Electoral Roll, nor 
is it anything to do with local government voting rights, needs to be revised 
(renewed) this year. If you are already on the Church Electoral Roll and if you want 
to continue on the list, you need to fill up an application form. If you wish to apply 
to be on the Church Electoral Roll, you need to fill up the same application form. 
We ask that forms (available from Church) be returned before the end of March.  
Please consider your application, and pass on this information to anyone whom you 
think may already be on the present electoral roll of St Mary, Nercwys. 
(More information from the Vicar or Church Officers.) 



�
��

�

�

The             

Pensioners’ 

Christmas  
lunch at the 

Butcher’s 

Arms on the 

3rd December 
2009 . 
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Photos by 

Paul Roberts 
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101 
  Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association and North Wales Police are now 
promoting the new police non emergency number 101 across the South Flintshire 
area.   

  When should you use the new 101 number? 
  The new number should be used to report a non-emergency crime, report anti   
social behaviour, harassment or intimidation, report drunken or rowdy behaviour, 
report dangerous driving and to speak to the Police about a general enquiry. 
  You should dial 999 if there is a crime in progress, violence is being used or 
threatened, an offender has been recently disturbed or made off, where there has 
been a road accident where people are injured or the road is blocked. 
  The 101 number can be dialled from anywhere in Wales and can be dialled from 
all landlines and most mobile phones. Calls to 101 from Standard BT lines cost 
10p for the entirety of the call. Other network costs may vary. 101 cannot be used 
to contact a Welsh police service outside of Wales. 
  FACTS about 101: 
101 is provided by the four police services in Wales working in collaboration. 
101 has been available across the whole of Wales since April 2009. 
101 calls are answered locally in Police centres across Wales. 
101 has been set up to work alongside the 999 emergency system. 
101 is specifically for non-emergency matters. 
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  LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY PROPOSALS  
 
  The Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales was asked to, ‘provide a 
better democratic balance within each council area so that each vote cast in a     
election is of the same weight as all the others in the council area'. 
 

  On  January  25th, the Commission released the initial recommendations for    
Flintshire. For Nercwys the proposal is to combine the existing wards of : 
 

  Llanfynydd (Cefn y Bedd, Cymau, Ffrith and Pontybodkin, Llanfynydd) 
  Treuddyn 
  Nercwys. 
 

The new division would be called OFFA. 
 

It would have 3,320 electors and be represented by two councillors. 
 

Do you like this idea or not??                         Please contact me with your views. 
 

Nancy Matthews                                   Councillor for Gwernymynydd and Nercwys 
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�Nercwys Community Council  -  Cyngor Cymuned Nercwys�
          Update from the Clerk 

 Hello, I’m Elizabeth Thomas, otherwise known as Buffy, the new clerk to the 
Community Council. I used to attend Nercwys Toddlers with my children and my 
husband is Richard Thomas from Bryngwyn Farm, so I know the village, even 
though I do not live in Nercwys.  
 Bill finished as clerk at the end of January. We wish Bill all the best with his future 
ventures. 
 The draft minutes and agendas of each meeting are posted on the www.nercwys.net 
website and displayed on the village notice boards, the Chapel notice board, and the 
bus shelter. Please keep yourself informed on what is going on. The Community 
Council usually meet on the last Wednesday of each month (excluding August and 
December). The meetings start at 7pm with a 10 minute opportunity for members of 
the public to come along and draw matters to the attention of councillors. 
Public meeting 
 The Community Council held a Public Meeting on 13th January, which was very 
well attended. The main issues raised were concern over the possibility of            
affordable housing being built in Nercwys, the accessibility of the footpaths around 
Nercwys, planning permission at Waen Farm, a sprinkler system for the Bowling 
Club, the brightness of the new streetlights and new play equipment for the older 
children in the playground. 
Affordable Housing 
 At the Community Council meeting on the 27th January, the council agreed to send 
a letter voicing the villages concerns over affordable housing to Flintshire County 
Council and other parties. It was agreed that Beth Ditson, the Rural Housing       
Enabler, will be invited to the February Community Council meeting to present the 
findings of her housing survey and give an opportunity for the councillors and the 
public to ask questions. 
Senior Citizens Programme 
 After the success of the Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner at the end of last year, 
the Community Council are looking forward to more events in the Senior Citizens    
Programme this year. Five people have volunteered to help Paul with the Senior 
Citizens programme. If you have ideas for events, wish to help organise or want to 
attend any Senior Citizen’s events, please get in touch with a member of the      
community council. 
Old Peoples Flats 
 A request was made that the Old Peoples Flats in the village be repainted as they 
were looking tatty. Flintshire County Council has been contacted and all council 
properties in the village are due for painting in the next financial year. 
 At the meeting on the 27th January, the Community Council set its budget for 
2010/2011 to allow it to continue to support the activities of the village. 



�

�

    SOAR CHAPEL  

  After the snow we are now back in business and although not one service was  
cancelled due to the snow, one service was postponed to Sunday 10th of January. 
The service was arranged by Mrs. Marion Simkin and she had found a letter written 
by her father when they lived in London. He invited all to the Presbytery a little       
different to today. Our Presbytery had to be cancelled from January to February. 
  We are having a fellowship meeting to conform with the new presbytery on  
Thursday, 25th February when we will meet Rev. T.R. Wright (Wrexham) with 
Mrs. Iola Roberts (Cymau) and Mr. Aled Pritchard (Wrexham).We do hope we will 
have a few attending. 
  We were so glad that Beryl will be able to have an operation after waiting so long. 
We also hear that Mr. Will Sheperd is not very well these days we hope he will be 
feeling better soon. 
 

  The Sunday School. 
 

  The Sunday School has suffered more in the cold winter. We are back again now. 
We have a new member now, Sara, and we welcome her and anyone who wishes to 
join. 
 

  The Literary Societv. 
 

  We have managed to keep the meetings going. Before Christmas we had 'Any 
Questions'. The panel included Mrs. Margaret Jones, Mr. Gwilym Edwards and Mr. 
and Mrs. Dafydd Gruffydd. An enjoyable evening and our question master was Mr. 
Ifor Thomas. Although the weather was not good, we managed our visit to the 
church, but unfortunately we had to cancel our Carol Service. The Plygain went 
very well considering the weather and a few younger people were present. 
  In the beginning of the year we welcomed Dr. Philip Davies when he gave a talk 
on his work as J.P. for the younger people. That was when he produced a few     
examples for us to give our verdicts. None of the verdicts were the same as the 
J.Ps !! 
  The next was a talk given by our minister Rev. Nan Powell Davies on her work in 
the Liverpool prison where she works. Two evenings telling us about how the other 
half lives. 
  We will be celebrating our night with the children and young people in an evening 
of 'Home Spun', a very popular evening arranged by Mr. and Mrs. Dewi Hughes. 
This evening is on Friday, February 19th. We will be celebrating 'Gwyl Ddewi' and 
on the 15th March we will have a talk and film about the Spring in Argentine. Which 
will bring us to the Easter Concert where we will have a well known artist. The  
evening will be introduced by Mrs. Marion Simkin and thanks will be expressed by 
Mrs. Eleri Jones. 
                                                                                                  Mrs. Eirlys G. Roberts 
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SAVE MOEL FAMAU  
  A company called ‘GoApe’ are proposing to build on the side of Moel Famau. 
They want to erect a series of ‘zip wires’ in the forest, an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. This will lead to a huge increase in traffic, litter and noise in what is        
described as, ’one of our finest and most precious tracts of countryside’ by the 
Clwydian Range website. 
  All of us who walk, picnic or exercise on and around Moel Famau are aware of the 
serious parking problems that exist already at Loggerheads and at the foot of Moel 
Famau.  This development will not only increase the traffic and people coming to 
the area by 50% but they are also planning to destroy some of the forest to make a 
car park, to build a cabin in that car park and run 60 buses a DAY to and from the 
zip wires along forest tracks. 
  At present there are NO litter bins on Moel Famau; the Forestry Commission told 
us that they will NOT provide litter bins because they would have to employ    
someone to empty them. 
  There is inadequate car parking for the existing visitors. 
  There have already been several serious and fatal car accidents along the Tafarn y 
Gelen road. 
  On other GoApe sites they charge £20 for 10 to 17 year olds and £30 for those 
aged 18 and above. GoApe are about making money – plain and simple. To do so 
they pay only the minimum wage and local jobs are not guaranteed. In my          
experience, the majority of ‘adrenalin’ seeking people tend to drive to the site – do 
their stuff – and DRIVE home. The ‘boost’ to local business will be small. 
  This development goes against all that the AONB stands for, 
 

The landscape of the Clwydian Range is cherished as a peaceful haven by 
those living in and visiting the AONB 
                                                      Quote from the AONB website 

 

  There is now a growing group of people against this development and they can be 
contacted through Nigel on, 
                                           shillitofamily@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

  If you wish to oppose this development please write to your County Councillor, 
MP and Assembly Member, all of whom are listed at the end of the Nercwys News.       
Please also send your comments to the AONB officer for Moel Famau, David 
Sheils on 01352-810614, 
clwydianrangeaonb@denbighshire.gov.uk  
Or write to him at, 
David Sheils 
Denbighshire Countryside Services.  
Loggerheads Country Park,  
Nr. Mold,  
Denbighshire. CH7 5LH.                                                         Mary Low 
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MOBILE  LIBRARY  

 Anyone is welcome to join the library service - membership is free. You will need 
to complete a simple form and show some form of identification. 
  Children of any age may join, they will need to ask a parent or guardian to      
complete a membership form. There is a wheelchair lift on the vehicle. 
  Borrowers are reminded that, if they give their contact details to the Mobile      
Library Driver/Assistant, we can contact them if there is a problem and we can't get 
to the stop. 
  If you can’t bring your books back by the return date, to avoid paying fines, you 
can renew them by phone 01352 704400. 
  Also if we don't have the book you would like on the van, let the Library Assistant 
know and he/she will request the book and try and get it for you from another 
branch. 
 

   (Mondays, 09.30 - 10.30, stopping at Ger-y-Pistyll) 
      1st March,    15th March   and   29th March 
      12th April,      26th April 
      10th May,       24th May 
      7th June,        21st June 
       5th July,         19th July 
       2 Aug,            16 Aug,    30 Aug (NO MOBILE AS BANK HOLIDAY) 
      13 Sept,           27 Sept 
      11 Oct,             25 Oct 
       8 Nov,             22 Nov 
       6 Dec,               20 Dec                                                                             Paula Jones 
 

Personal Assistant/Administration Officer               Cynorthwy-ydd Personol/Swyddog Gweinyddiaeth 
Library HQ,    County Hall,    Mold                         Llyfrgell Pencadlys,  Neuadd Y Sir,  Yr Wyddgrug 
Tel. / Ffôn:-         01352 704400                               Fax / Ffacs:         01352 753662 
e-mail / e-bost:- paula.jones@flintshire.gov.uk ��
��

FAVOURITE QUOTE  

 I wonder if a 'favourite quote' spot would go down well - invite readers to send in 
their own favourites? 

"We did not come to remain whole,  
We came to lose our leaves like the trees,  

The trees that are broken  
And start again, drawing up from the great roots."  

                                Robert Bly  
 

 - perhaps it's topical for Spring?                                                      Sheila Bickerton 

(Thanks Sheila. Please send your favourite quote, saying or poem and I’ll try to  
include them - Ed) 
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Nercwys Voluntary Controlled 
Primary School 
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BURGLAR  ALARMS  

  Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association are advising residents to be on their guard 
after a call from a local resident who said a company had tried to persuade them to sign up 
for an expensive alarm system that they were told was free.   
  It starts with a phone call from a firm offering a free burglar alarm system as part of a  
campaign. They mention that there may be a fee for monitoring the alarm but they don't say 
how much.  
  If the householder already has an alarm installed the business uses scare tactics, saying that 
according to Home Office statistics there has been an increase in crime in their area and that 
the Police don't attend to ordinary alarms. They say that their alarm is monitored by them so 
they can guarantee some sort of response and they charge a ‘small' fee for that service. The 
firm then offers a free risk assessment to visit and check the property and see what security 
is needed. In fact this turns out to be a visit from a sales rep.  
  Householders who agreed to the ‘free assessment' and have a ‘free alarm' fitted have been 
charged thousands of pounds for the monitoring service. Many of these people signed credit 
agreements which meant they had to pay in excess of £90 every month for 8 years.    
  Trading standards advice is that anyone receiving a cold call should be on their 
guard.  Also remember, if you agree to the contract you must be given written notice of your 
7 day cancellation rights.  
  Remember that ANY business who offers you a free survey or free assessment of any 
sort is only offering this so they can get a sales opportunity.   
  It is not advisable to invite persons into your home address that you do not know. If 
you do, ideally you should arrange to  have another person with you (friend, warden or 
relative) and  ensure that your visitor is monitored at all times.�
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ARE YOU A GOOD DRIVER?? 
 Silly question!! Of course you are – it is all the others that are the problem. 
 Some while ago, I asked myself the question on the basis that my licence was due 
for renewal and that I had passed my test in 1962.  I have driven regularly since and 
still do around 10,000 miles a year on everything from local lanes to long-distance 
motorways.  Increasingly there seem to be older drivers around who are hesitant and 
unsure; was I joining their numbers without realizing? 
 Getting some competent and impartial criticism seemed a good idea and I went 
back to a earlier issue of  “Nercwys News” (issue 16 - Ed) for some information 
about the Institute of Advanced Motorists. 
 The local branch offer a range of options: 

 A Drive Check, exactly ‘what it says on the tin’. One of the volunteer,   
police trained Observers will sit with you for an hour or so in your car and take you 
through a range of driving situations.  At the end they will give a short ‘crit’ of your 
driving and follow that up with a written report.  For me, this confirmed that I was a 
‘safe and confident driver’ but that I would not have passed a test – I exceeded two 
speed limits and did not stop completely at a STOP sign.  I decided to go on to 

the Skill for Life Course.  This cost me £139.00 which came with Associate 
Membership of the association, the Magazine, a new Highway Code, the I.A.M. 
Advanced Driver Handbook and a programme of 6 or more runs with a nearby   
Observer. These again lasted over an hour each and were followed by a de-brief and 
a score in a large range of categories ranging from legality through eco-driving to 
progress – just as important as keeping within speed limits. We shared a sense of 
humour and had a fun time!  When he judged me ready, I had a final run with a  
second observer (in case anything had been missed) and applied for an Advanced 
Test. This was conducted with a class ‘A’ police driver and, incidentally, went 
through areas locally that I had never seen.  All of this was included in the single 
cost – pretty good value I reckon!  If you are a ‘young driver’ the local branch will 
refund part of the cost when you pass, in the interests of encouraging safety among 
the most vulnerable group of drivers. 
 Yes, I did pass and the feeling of excitement and satisfaction was enormous. 
 What did I learn?  To observe and anticipate more.  To match my speed and gear 
more nearly to the road conditions.  To use the road more effectively.  The ‘system’ 
– Information, Position, Speed, Gear, Acceleration – that makes your driving safer, 
smoother and more controlled. As the Handbook says, “Advanced Drivers drive 
with excellent precision and awareness; they anticipate the danger created by other 
driver’s mistakes and allow a big enough safety margin to avoid getting into      
trouble.  They are 70% less likely to crash the car.”  There will be a discount offered 
on my insurance when it is due, but for me the main benefit is the sense of          
confidence and renewal of pleasure at the wheel. 
                                                                                     Mavis Bartlett   01352 810416 
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WELSH  ASSEMBLY  GOVERNMENT  
 
  There are currently 60 elected members in the Assembly. Of these, 40 will have 
been elected to 40 Welsh constituencies under the straightforward ‘First Past the 
Post’ system. The other 20 represent the five electoral regions of North Wales, Mid 
& West Wales, South Wales East, South Wales West and South Wales Central - 
four from each region.  
  The two systems are differentiated on election day by having two sets of papers - 
one for the constituency vote (where candidates are named individually alongside 
their party, if they have one) and another for the regional vote, which is a much 
longer paper with separate boxes for each party contesting the election and the 
names of the ‘list’ candidates shown underneath. The candidates are listed          
according to their party's preferences with the first choice at the top of the list. 
  The way the regional candidates are selected by their parties can vary, but in the 
Welsh Liberal Democrats, for example, all list candidates must have passed        
assessment by the party to achieve "Approved" status. They will have put their 
names forward for selection for a region, provided the region's party members with 
their manifestos, undertaken a series of "hustings", where they are questioned on 
local and national issues by the members, and then a final ballot will decide the   
order in which they appear on the list.  
  A formula (the d'Hont Formula) is used to calculate regional party representation. 
The number of votes cast for each party on the electors' second ballot paper per 
electoral region is counted, then this total is divided by the number of constituency 
seats won by that party under ‘First Past the Post’ plus one. After this calculation 
has been done the top four become the elected regional AMs. The way the system 
operates means that parties who are most successful in winning constituencies in a 
region become less likely to also have a regional AM elected so there is always an 
opportunity for some tactical voting in Assembly elections! 
  I hope this has been useful and that it will help your voting choices in future       
Assembly elections.  
 

An example (using the 2007 election "list" vote results in North Wales):  
 

Labour 51831 (with 5 constituency seat wins)  
Plaid Cymru 50558 (with 3 constituency wins)  
Conservative 50266 (with 1 constituency win)  
Lib Dem 15275 (no constituency wins)  
51838 divided by 6 (5+1)  = 8638  
50558 divided by 4 = 12639  
50266 divided by 2 = 25133 (then 25133 divided by 3 = 16755)  
15275 divided by 1 = 15275  
 

Gives Cons 1st and 2nd seats, Lib Dems 3rd, Plaid 4th.  
                                                                                                        Bill Brereton 
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FLINTSHIRE  NEIGHBOURHOOD  WATCH  ASSOCIATION  

  We would like to advise residents how to deal with bogus traders. Bogus traders 
may come to your door to charge high prices for work carried out or they may want 
to try to get into your house to steal from you. 
Always follow this advice 
 

LOCK   –  Is your BACK  door locked?  Always  check  it  is  as  soon  as  someone 
knocks at your door or rings your bell.  Be aware that bogus callers sometimes have 
an accomplice who may try  to enter your  home by  the  back  door  whilst  you  are  
distracted. 
 

STOP  –  Do not open the door until you have looked through a window  or  used  a 
door viewer to see who is on your doorstep.  Remember,  you  do  not  have  to open 
your door to anyone, especially someone you are not expecting or do not know. If in 
doubt,  keep  them  out  by  keeping  your  door  shut.  Consider  calling  a  friend or 
relative;  if  you have a  warden call or community alarm, press your button and call 
them. Please do not feel intimidated into opening the door. 
 

CHAIN   –  If you feel that you need to speak to the caller, use a door-chain.  Do not 
open  the  door  unless  you  put  the  chain on first so that you can see the person on 
your  doorstep.  Find out  who  they  are  and  what they want.  Close the door again 
while you do the following: 
 

CHECK   –  Check  their  identity.  If  they  say  they  are  from  a  Water,  Gas  or 
Electricity  company,  they  will have photo I.D.  If they cannot produce a bone fide 
I.D. card, send them away and close the door. 
One of  the common ruses used by Bogus Callers is to say that they are from one of 
the utility companies or “Boards” as they used to be known. 
If a caller claims they are from the “Water Board”, “Gas Board” or “Electric Board” 
DO NOT LET THEM IN!  Those “Boards” do not exist anymore. 
 

Bogus Traders 
Rogue builders or gardeners often trick people into paying very high prices for   
unnecessary or shoddy work.  
· Never agree to have work done by somebody who is just passing or take their 

word that it needs to be done at all. 
· Never pay for work before it is completed.  
· Do not accept any offer from them to drive you to the bank to withdraw money.  
 

   If you think work needs to be done, obtain quotes from other local companies and 
ask friends and relatives for a recommendation. 
  To find out more about Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association,  please visit 
our website www.fnwa.org.uk . If you would like to start a Neighbourhood Watch 
in your area and receive OWL (Online Watch Link) alerts regarding incidents that 
have occurred locally and across Flintshire please either visit www.owl.co.uk or      
email enquiries@fnwa.org.uk or telephone 01352 708118. 

���
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How to give your web connection a quick kick up the  ADSL!  

Cheap broadband is one thing, but what if it's just not zippy enough? Here are a few tips 

to soup up your speed (full explanation and how tos in the article).  

Free Speed Test: Do a free speed test then compare to your streetstats to see if it 

should be faster.  

Clear up your signal. Find the best socket and consider installing a special iPlate 

gadget to help.  

Retune your router. Beat WiFi interference by moving and retuning your router.  

Faster Browser: Grab a new, faster web browser, check/update your anti-virus        

programme and spring clean your machine for faster load times.  

Stop bandwidth suckers. Change your settings to stop programs like BBC iPlayer   

using your connection while you aren't looking.  

                                                                                                                 via  Bill Brereton 

STRESS 
A lecturer when explaining stress management to an audience, raised a glass of water and asked, 

'How heavy is this glass of water?' 
Answers called out, ranged from 20g to 500g. 

The lecturer replied,                                                                                                                            
'The absolute weight doesn't matter. It depends on how long you try to hold it. 

If I hold it for a minute, that's not a problem. 
If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my right arm. 

If I hold it for a day, you'll have to call an ambulance. 
In each case, it's the same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes.' 

He continued, 
'And that's the way it is with stress management. 

If we carry our burdens all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we 
won't be able to carry on.  

As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest, before holding it again. 
When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden. 

So, before you return home tonight, put the burden of work down. 
Don't carry it home. 

You can pick it up tomorrow. 
Whatever burdens you're carrying now, let them down for a moment if you can. 

So, my friends, put down anything that may be a burden to you right now. 
Don't pick it up again until after you've rested a while.’�

�
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To Contact Nercwys News:  
 

Email: nercwysnews@talktalk.net 
 

Post:   Glasfryn,  Ffordd Y Pentre,  

 

Nercwys News is published by the Nercwys and Distri ct Rural Association 
and printed by the FLD Press Unit, 17 Mold Business  Park. 

Copy  deadline  for  Nercwys 
News  June  issue  is  the  

         19th  of  May 

DIARY                  
 

 MARCH   
   1st                              St. David’s Day 
  2nd            7.15pm          WI meeting – Soar Chapel  
  9th        10.00am        Bag2School collection – Nercwys School  
14th                                                                            Mothering Sunday  
15�
���������������

   7.00pm         Talk – Capel Soar 
19th          1.30pm         Garden Opening - Nercwys School 
26�
���������������

                                                                                           School closes 
28th                              Palm Sunday  
31st           7.00pm         Nercwys Community Council Meeting – Soar Chapel         
 
APRIL 
  1st                             Griffith Roberts Charity application closure 
  2nd             

                                                                                          Good Friday  
  4th                              Easter Sunday    
  5th           7.00pm        Cyngerdd –  Capel Soar 
  6th           7.15pm         WI meeting – Soar Chapel  
13th                                                                     School reopens 
15th           7.00pm        PCC Annual Meeting - St. Mary’s 
19th            10.00am       Photography Course starts - Soar Chapel 

22nd                              
28th           7.00pm        Nercwys Community Council Meeting – Soar Chapel  
 
MAY 
  3���                                                                    May Bank Holiday  

     4th           7.15pm         WI meeting – Soar Chapel  
13th                             Ascension Day 
19th                             COPY DEADLINE JUNE NER CWYS NEWS 
23���                              Pentecost - Whit Sunday  
23���                 

  11.00am        FONS Sponsored Walk 

26th            7.00pm         Nercwys Community Council Meeting – Soar Chapel  
31st                                Spring Bank Holiday  
 
JUNE 
  2nd             

     7.15pm         WI meeting – Soar Chapel  
10th           7.30pm         NADRA AGM – Soar Chapel 
20th                              Father’s Day 
30th           7.00pm         Nercwys Community Council Meeting – Soar Chapel  


