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  I can scarcely believe that it is a year since I wrote in the December 2007 

issue about the condition of churches, so it is almost a case of ód®jἶ vuô 
when St. Maryôs has recently set up an appeal for the restoration of the 

organ. The appeal started with a very successful fund raising evening. 

  This year has been overshadowed by the disruptions in the financial sector 
which threatens to spill over into other areas. There is a potential risk of 

smaller firms being affected, including local ones. Regular readers will have 

noted that, in general, I have not sought advertisements owing to their 

unpredictability and also I do not have sufficient room for them. However, 
those with an interest in family history will know that Trade Directories were 

a very useful source of adverts for various trades and occupations (and are 

now very helpful for tracing our ancestors!). To help us to support our 

local commerce, I would like through NADRA and the Nercwys News, to 

produce a Nercwys Trade Directory. Please see the article inside for 

further details. In addition, I hope to start several new features so read on... 

  There is another letter to the editor, so please keep them coming in. Is 
everyone is completely satisfied with the Nercwys News and everything that 

is happening within the Parish? 

  The copy deadline for the March Nercwys News is the 19
th
 of February.  

  Finally, with the end of another year, I would like to thank those who have 

contributed to the newsletter and also a special thanks to our distributors. 

Without you all, I could not produce the Nercwys News. A Happy Christmas 
and a successful 2009 to all our readers. 

(Cover photo - Snowman built by Jake Witter)                            Peter Addiscott                                                               

VILLAGE   ORGANISATIONS  
Bowling club                                                -  Ken Jones              01352 759 816 
Craft Group                                               -  Elfrida Jones           01352 756 445 

Friends of Nercwys School                         -  Jo Capstick             01352 770 924 

Griffith Roberts Charity                              -  Mavis  Bartlett        01352 810 416 

Mother and Toddler                                   -  Jo Capstick             01352 770 924 
Nercwys and District Rural Association  -  Malcolm Parry      01352 756 401 

Nercwys Cricket Club / Pool Team           -  Mark Gracey           01352 752 333 

Village Fete Committee                            -  Mark Gracey         01352 752 333 
Village Hall Committee                            -  Liz Holland           01352 759 722 

Womenôs Institute                                       -  Elsie Sheldon       01352 810 446 

Youth Council                                             -  Bill Brereton        01352 758 723                  
Would  you  like  your  organisation  details  included  in  future  issues?  If   so,  please 

contact  Peter  Addiscott  on  759986  or  at  Glasfryn,  Ffordd Y Pentre. 

Village Website:  www.nercwys.org.uk 

Community Council Website:   www.Nercwys.net 

 

 

http://www.nercwys.org.uk/
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  NADRA  NEWS 

 

  The result of the Bryngwyn Quarry Public Enquiry has been known for some 
time but we have only recently learnt that D. P. Williams did not lodge an 

appeal against the conclusion of the Welsh Assembly Government, so everyone 

should be pleased that the matter is, at last, at an end. 

  Thinking back to the conduct of the Enquiry, my impression is that the public 
played a very minor role and were tolerated rather than being an integral part of 

the proceedings. However, in amongst the hours of tedious ócross examinationô, 

a few interesting facts did emerge. The most telling was the projections for 
future extractions for the local quarries. The basis of D. P. Williamsô 

submission was that the local quarries would become exhausted within the next 

few years along with the assumption that Burley Hill would recommence 
production in September. Events have overtaken these forecasts (optimistic for 

D. P. Williams in the first case!) and Burley Hill is still idle. I have also heard 

that the quarry near Loggerheads has recently stopped production. 

  Another fact is that 90% of slate extraction was not of production quality and 
we have all seen the mountains of slate waste in North Wales. It is now 

appreciated that this waste can be used for low grade industrial uses instead of 

limestone and reclaimed slate waste is aiming for a 25% market share of 
aggregate extraction. This must be good news for those living close to active 

quarries.  

  I have recently heard a comment that the re-opening of the quarry would have 

provided employment and in the past, NADRA has been criticised as being a 
óquarry bashing organisationô. Taking the employment issue first, yes, it would 

have provided employment, but as D. P. Williams (DPW) has owned the site 

since 1993, those hoping to work there, would have had a long wait. Secondly, 
extraction methods have changed out of all recognition over the last few years 

and those fondly remembering the golden age of scores of men slaving with 

picks and shovels (would you want to work in a quarry or down a mine?) need 
to remember that the machinery is now very advanced and Bryngwyn Quarry 

was to have been worked with as few as five men. As the machinery was to 

have been shared with DPWôs proposed working of the Ding quarry near 

Rochdale, very few, if any, would have been recruited locally. HGV drivers 
would have been required, but they are usually from outside contractors, who 

are contracted to any active quarry.  

  At the risk of repeating myself, up until the Bryngwyn Enquiry, NADRA has 
never sought to close a quarry; all we wanted was for the local quarries to be 

good neighbours and not to abuse their planning constraints. Burley Hill has 

improved to a certain extent over the years but to quote one small example of 
how the rules are óstretchedô, Burley Hill can start operations at 6am. Why then, 

when I drove down to Mold at 5am on the way to work, would I find a fleet of 

HGVs idling under the Mold by-pass bridge waiting to proceed up Nercwys 
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Road? Inhabitants living along that road would have been subjected to HGV 
traffic far in excess of the permitted hours. Whether you were in favour of 

DPWôs application, or not, is it fair on all those who have lived in the northern 

part of Nercwys to have this long period of uncertainty of re-opening, and 

FCCôs terms and conditions? Finally, I have noted that most who have been 
critical of NADRAôs stance in the past, live well away from the quarries and 

the roads affected! 

  Let us hope that 2009 will be a more peaceful year! 
                                                                                                      Peter Addiscott 
 
 

   
 

To the Editor  
  
  I write to you after reading the sad news, that the White Lion pub is once 
again facing an uncertain future. Since taking over, a year and a half ago the 

current owners have worked extremely hard to make the pub an integral part of 

the community, but once again due to lack of support they find themselves 
unable to carry on much longer, this has prompted me to write to the Nercwys 

News for the first time, because I want to ask the simple question, WHAT HAS 

HAPPENED TO OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT?    
  Donôt get me wrong, there are still some very community minded people, who 

will always be first to volunteer when something needs doing, although their 

numbers are dwindling, and you find the same people organising all the 

different events. My question is to the vast majority of our community, who 
seem content to live in their own little bubble, while facilities like the two pubs, 

the Village school and the church find it harder and harder to survive. 

  When I first attended the village school, about forty years ago Nercwys was a 
much smaller place, but was able to support, a Post office, Shop, Chapel, and 

two thriving pubs, so why is it, that now that the village has more than doubled 

in size, we have lost our Post office, Shop, and have at least one pub that in the 

near future may cease to exist. 
  I feel that now that we are approaching, the season of goodwill, now is the 

time for all our residents, young and old, to rediscover that elusive Community 

spirit, to show that they care, and become involved in some of the many things 
that are available right here on their doorsteps, as I am sure with a little effort, 

Nercwys can once again become the thriving community, that I remember from 

all those years ago. 
  Finally, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year, and look forward to seeing you all at the many events being held over the 

festive period. 

Brian Roberts(Chair of the Community council). 
(The above are my personal thoughts, and not necessarily those of the 
Community Council).  
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   LAND  ARMY  

   As the prospect of war became  increasingly  likely,  the government  wanted  
to increase the amount of food grown within Britain. This would mean that less 

food would  have  to  be  imported, freeing  up  more  ships  for  troop  

movements and reducing  the risk of convoys being  attacked. In order  to  grow  
more food,  more help was  needed on  the farms and so the government started 

the  Women's  Land Army.  

   The Women's Land Army was set up in June 1939 and by September it had 
over 1,000 members. By 1941, its numbers had risen to 20,000 and, at its peak 

in 1943, over 80,000 women classed themselves as 'Land Girls'. Numbers did 

not rise after that, as  women  were  needed  to  make  aircraft  and were 

encouraged  to take up factory  work  instead. 
   Women  joined  the  Land  Army  from  all  backgrounds,  a  third  coming  

from London and other large cities. Farm work was hard, and the women did all 

sorts of jobs including hoeing, ploughing, hedging, turning hay, lifting potatoes, 
threshing, lambing  and  looking  after  poultry. A  thousand  women  were 

employed  as  rat catchers.  Six  thousand  women  worked  in  the  Timber  

Corps, felling  trees and running  sawmills. About  a quarter were employed  in  

milking  and  general farm work. 
   The Women's Land Army had a uniform - green jerseys, brown breeches, 

brown felt  hats  and  khaki  overcoats. However, the Land Army was not a 

military force and many women 
did not wear the uniform. Some 

women lived  in  hostels  but  

most lived on individual  farms. 
Conditions  were often  poor  

and  pay  was  low  but many 

women enjoyed the work. The 

Women's Land Army remained 
in existence until 1950.                                                                          

(extract from DEFRAôs website) 

 (left) Winifred Griffiths with her 

medal and citation, thanking her 
for the time that she spent in the 

Land Army between 1941 and 

1947. Winifred was based at 

what is now Plas Hafod in 
Gwernymynydd and worked in 

the gardens and surrounding 

land. 
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  CAPEL  SOAR 

       Maeôr flwyddyn bron a gorffen ond diolch bod llawer o bethau yn digwydd yn 
y capel. Ein colled fwyaf, maeôn siwr, oedd ym mis Gorffennaf collwyd Mrs. 

Edwards. Rydym i gyd yn y capel wedi colli Mrs. Edwards, a diolch am ei 

chael cyhyd. Diolch am ei Bendithion i ni ac am ei ffydd. 

  Mae newid wedi digwydd tu fewn iôr capel. Maeôr organ wedi cael ei symud 

iôr ochor, maeôr organ wedi bod yn y canol ers llawer o flynyddoedd ond rydym 

yn dod i arfer aôr newydiadau!! Hefyd mae drws wedi ei agor yn y set fawr 
sydd yn gwneud dau ddrws iôr set fawr yn awr. Diolch i Graham Peters am 

wneud y gwaith. Hefyd diolch i Ifor Thomas, llywydd y pwyllgor adeiliadau, 

am y trefniant newydd. Y peth nesaf yw wneud toiled iôr anabl yn yr ysgoldy!! 

Bu hwn yn digwydd yn y flwyddyn newydd. 
  Rydym wedi cynnal ein Diolchgarwch gyda Dafydd Iwan yn pregethu ac yn 

canu dwy oôi ganeuon. Daeth llawer oôn cyfeillion i wrando arno ac rydym yn 

ddiolchgar iddynt am ddod atom. Rydym wedi cynnal ein oedfa Saesneg olaf 
am y flwyddyn gydaôr Parchedig Huw Powell Davies yn cynnal y gwasanaeth 

ond cyn hyn daeth Y Pachedig Eirlys Gruffith i gynnal ein gwasanaeth Saesneg 

a diolch i bawb am gymryd rhan yn y gwasanaethau ac iôr a ddaeth iôr 
gwasanaethau. 

  Fe fydd gwasaneth a pharti Nadolig y plant ddydd Sul, Rhagfyr 7fed gyda 

Mins Peis a phaned iôr oedolion. Bydd y plant a chor y capel yn canu yn yr 

Eglwys Sul, Rhagfyr 21ain. Yn y nos Rhagfyr 21ain fe fydd gwasaneth yn y 
capel. Mi fydd y ddau gasgliad yn mynd at achosion da. 

  Cofiwch am ein Plygain ï 7 oôr gloch boreôr Nadolig. A bydd croeso i chi i 

gyd. Dewi Hughes fydd yn gyfrifol am y Plygain. 
 

  Y Gymdeithas 
 

  Ar ol gwasanaeth agoriadol rydym wedi mwynhau Emily a Ieuan davies ac ar 

y noson Tachwedd 3ydd croesawyd Idris Evans gyda ei ffordd hamddenol o 
drafod ñWise Words and Country Waysò. Cymerodd Ifor Thomas y 

llywyddiaith am fod Marion Simkin wedi cael profedigaeth yn y teulu. Rydym 

yn cydymeimlo gyda Marion aôr teulu yn eu profedigaith o golli mam yng 
nhyfraith annwyl iawn. 

  Y peth nesaf sydd ar y rhaglen ywôr Swper y Llanciau o dan ofal Ifor ag Olga 

gyda Darren Williams yn gofalu am yr adloniant. Mae croeso cynnes i bawb iôr 

swper yma. 
  Y panel ywôr peth nesaf rydym yn rhoi gwahoddiad i Mrs. Beryl Lloyd 

Davies, Y Parchedig Nan Powell Davies, Mr. Elwyn Roberts a Mr. Dafydd 

Roberts ac maeôr cwestiynau oddi wrth yr aelodau o flaen llaw. Y llywydd fydd 
Mrs. Ann Edwards ar diolchiadau gan Mrs. Elisabeth Ingman. Er fod Elisabeth 

yn yr ysbyty ar hyn o bryd rydym yn gobeithio y bydd yn noson y panel. 

  Fe fyddwyn yn ymarfer iôr Nadolig ar nos Wener, Rhagfyr 5, 8, 15 ar 19 os 
yw hyn yn bosib. Mae croeso i unrhyw un ddod i ganu gyda ni. 
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          Falch iawn o gael cwni John ac Alex yn yr Ysgol Sul a diolch o galon i 

Darren am gymryd golaf oôr bechgyn. 
   Hefyd mae Robert David Roberts (Dolgoed) wedi cael ei urddo yn Llundain 

ar ol cael 2.1 mewn LLB a LPC gyda anrhydedd. Llongyfarchiadau i Rob. Am 

wneud mor dda ac y bydd llun ohono, gyda Edward, yn y rhifyn nesaf. 
 
 

 

 

   RECIPES 
 

  For those who attended the Organ Fundraising Dinner ï and anyone who did 

not, but likes apple pie ï here is the recipe. 
 

CREAMY APPLE PIE 
 

Ingredients: 

Base:  6 oz. (175g) plain flower 

           2 tbsp. icing sugar 

           4 oz. (110g) butter 

Lightly butter a 9" (23cm) flan tin. Sift flour and sugar, melt butter with 

1tbsp. water, pour into dry goods and mix with a wooden spoon. Put into 

flan tin and press out with fingers. Chill in fridge for 30 mins. and bake 

blind at 160°C for 25 ï 30 mins. until light brown at edges. 

Topping:  1½ lbs.(700g) apples (any sort), peeled & sliced mixed with 

the juice of ½ lemon and 2 oz. (50g) caster sugar 

                 1 oz. (25g) butter 

                 rind and juice of  ½ orange 

                 5 oz. (150g) double cream 

                 1 oz. (25g) demerara sugar 

Melt butter in large frying pan, add apple mix and cook gently for 8 ï 12 

mins. until just 

tender. Use a slotted spoon to transfer to the pastry case.  

Add juice and rind to the pan and bubble for 30 secs., take off the heat, 

add the cream and stir. Bubble briskly for 1 min., spoon over the apples 

and sprinkle with brown sugar before serving. 

  I found that the cream topping set after a short time in the fridge and it 

cut without a mess. 

                                                                                              Mavis Bartlett   
 

[Is this the first of many recipes to be printed? Come on, ladies (and 

gentlemen!), why not share your favourite recipe! With the holidays 

approaching, any recipes suitable for children, please? ï Ed] 
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         TRADE  DIRECTORIES  
 

  These were produced between 1750 and 1920 by a number of firms and 

were usually based on each English County. In Wales, directories were 

occasionally produced for North and Mid Wales and a separate edition 

for South Wales, but in general, these were combined and reduced lists 

provided for each County. Looking at a typical product, the Slaterôs 

Directory for North and Mid Wales, 1895 (one of the few listed on the 

óHistoric Directoriesô website that included Nerquis), all entries are 

alphabetical and under Nerquis, these are sub-divided into Private 

Residents (only four entries, Nerquis Hall, The Vicarage, Plas Onn and 

Nant-y-Glynne), commercial (thirteen entries including two Inns, two 

entries for the same agent for the local mine, one blacksmith, four 

shopkeepers (they usually have other occupations as well) and the others 

are dressmakers, a shoe maker and a tailor) and finally Farmers (twenty 

listed). However, little information is provided, apart from a name and 

some commercial establishmentsô names (inns and farms). 
 

  As mentioned in the Editorial, I would like to produce a 
Trade Directory for Nercwys, but in a different (and, I hope, a 
more informative) format. I would obviously not include 
Private Residents, only Trade entries from within the Nercwys 
Parish and Ffordd Glyndwr. If you have a trade or a 
commercial enterprise that you wish to advertise, then this is 
your opportunity. What sort of information should be 
provided? I would suggest any, or all of the following:- 
  Name, address, telephone number (land and/or mobile), 
website address, email address and a brief description of 
your activity (so that I can create separate categories if there 
is sufficient interest). 
  The cost of inclusion is free, BUT donations would be very 
welcome as there is obviously a production cost for NADRA. 
Please send all information to:  nercwysnews@talktalk.net  or 
by post to Glasfryn, Ffordd Y Pentre, Nercwys, CH7 4EL. 
  Copy deadline will be the 19th of January 2009 and if there is 
sufficient interest, these directories will be distributed with 
the March issue of the Nercwys News. 
  So, donôt forget ï if youôre not listed, then how will your 
potential customers know about you? 
 

mailto:nercwysnews@talktalk.net


 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  
 

    Dr. Justin Blackwell, Ph.D, B. Eng 

   

       Following on from Rossô report 

in the  last issue, Mrs. Blackwell   

tells us that Justin is now living near 

Bath and is working as a researcher 

for a engineering firm that 

specialises in the design and 

production of circuits for printing 

and etching machines,  as well as 

printer toner ink production.  

 

A Warm Invitation to the Matinee Showing  
 

Of the Christmas Concert .  

 

Nercwys School Presents  
 

 

 

ôThe Evacuees 
 

and  
 

 

The Camelõs Armsõ 
 

 

 

 

Thursday 4
th

 December at  

1.30pm  
 

 

 

 

 

Refreshments and Mystery Tombola  
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NERCWYS COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE  
  

      Since its inception over four years ago, this committee has worked 

towards the vision of establishing a Community Hall for the village of 

Nercwys. It has been a long process involving selecting an appropriate 

site,  now the field adjacent to the bowling club, negotiating with the 

Governors of Nercwys School to release the land back to Flintshire 

County Council, conducting numerous village surveys and identifying 

funding options for the hall in addition to working with architects to 

draw up  building plans. A business plan was submitted to Flintshire 

County Council in August 2007 and we are now on the verge of being 

offered a lease on the identified land. 

  There are concerns that initial enthusiasm for this project may have 

fallen away as it has been such a long and bureaucratic process. 

  The current committee and past members will meet on the 1
st
 December 

to discuss the way forward with a view to holding a public meeting in the 

White Lion Public House on 12
th
 January 2009 at 7pm. 

  The questions to answer are: 
 

 Does the village still want a village hall? 
 

 Is it prepared to support it financially? 
 

 Is it prepared to support it socially ïarranging events etc? 
 

 Should we still be proceeding given apparent apathy in the 

village and the deepening recession which will affect us all; with 

less money to spend on social activities, rising household costs 

and less availability of charitable funds to finance the building of 

a village hall. 

We look forward to meeting with you at the White Lion on Monday 

January 12
th
 at 7pm. If you are unable to attend we would welcome your 

written or emailed comments. 
 

Mrs Liz Holland  Secretary Community Hall Committee 

Tel: 01352 75972      óPen-yr-Alltô Glyndwr Road 

Email: rodliz.holland@virgin.net        Nercwys, Flintshire. CH7 4AU 
 

 

Business Update 
 

At the Annual General Meeting in September, Mr Bill Brereton was 

elected as the Chair, Mrs. Liz Holland remains as Secretary and Mrs. 

Jean Price as the Treasurer. Many thanks were offered to Mrs Norah 

Gerrard who has led this committee for the last three years and will 

remain on the committee. 

mailto:rodliz.holland@virgin.net
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A Christmas Message from the Vicar...... 
 

Make your Christmas SPECIAL, wherever you 
are, whatever you are up to, whoever you are 
with, whatever has happened to you in the last 

months or years - worship God in Christ, in Church,  
Chapel, or wherever you are.....give thanks to God, because 

Jesus Christ is born.... to us, and for us...forever! 
     
 

With every Blessing for a Happy Christmas and a wonderful 2009, 
John & family. 

The Parish Church of St Mary, Nercwys - 
Calendar: December 2008 to March 2009: 
 

December   
    5)   (Friday) 7pm: Coffee Evening at Soar Chapel 
        7)    Second Sunday of Advent: Holy Eucharist at 11.15am. 

14)   Third Sunday of Advent:  Matins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 

21)   Fourth Sunday of Advent: (No morning service) Carols and Lessons at 2pm. 

24)   (Crib Service at St.Mary, Treuddyn, 6pm); First Eucharist of Christmas,   

11.15pm. 

25)   The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day: Holy Communion at 8am. 

January   
  4)   Second Sunday of Christmas,   Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 

11)   First Sunday of Epiphany, the Baptism of Jesus: Matins, Morning Prayer,   

11.15am. 
18)  Second Sunday of Epiphany:  Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 

20)  (Tuesday) Parochial Church Council meets at Plas yn Llan, 7pm. 

25)  Third Sunday of Epiphany, the Conversion of Paul, Apostle: 
        Matins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 

February   
  1)   Fourth Sunday of Epiphany: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
  8)   Septuagesima, third Sunday before Lent: Matins Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 

15)  Sexagesima, second Sunday before Lent: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 

22)  Quinquagesima, last Sunday before Lent:  Matins, Morning Prayer, 
11.15am. 

25)   Ash Wednesday, beginning of Lent: Holy Eucharist at 11am. 

March    
  1)  First Sunday of Lent; David, Patron St of Wales: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 

  8)  Second Sunday of Lent: Matins, 11.15am. 

15)   Third Sunday of Lent: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
22)   Fourth Sunday of Lent: Mothering Sunday: service at 11.15am. 

29)   Passion Sunday: Holy Communion, 11.15am. 
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NEWS  FROM  WESTMINSTER  
  

ENERGY MEASURES 
 
 

Everyone in Delyn is now eligible for at least 50% off loft and cavity 

wall insulation, with everybody on low incomes and all pensioners over 

70 able to get these for free. Cold weather payments for the most 

vulnerable will be increased from £8.50 to £25 a week. 

  Weôve all been hit by high energy prices, so I am determined that 

people in Delyn get as much help as possible to save energy and cut their 

bills. The £910m Government levy on energy companies will mean 

people in Flintshire get much cheaper insulation. 

 Thanks to the extra help this will provide, people could save as much as 

£250 to £300 a year, every year, on their fuel bills. I think this kind of 

practical help will make a huge difference. 

People can call 0800 512 012, and ask what help is available for them. 

SURGERIES                                                                                                    

I have a surgery every week somewhere in the constituency and welcome 

constituents from every location if they need to see me.  There are a 

number of ways you can contact me. Either write to me at House of 

Commons, London, SW1A OAA or email me at 

hansond@parliament.uk.  Alternatively you can ring my constituency 

office on 01352 763159 or Westminster on 0207 219 5064.  

ECONOMIC CHALLENGE                                                                         

 
 

 

We are currently dealing with an unprecedented global economic 

challenge. The Government has committed to do everything possible to 

protect families and businesses from the economic downturn. In recent 

months the Government has taken decisive action to ensure our banking 

system remains on a sure footing in the face of continuing and 

exceptional instability across the worldôs financial markets. The 

Government is continuing to collaborate internationally to stabilise and 

strengthen the global financial system. Despite the current uncertainty in 

the global market, the Flintshire economy is well positioned and remains 

strong. I recently hosted a Parliamentary Reception in Westminster as 

part of Flintshire Business Week with around 30 local businesses in 

attendance. Figures show unemployment in Delyn remains historically 

low, still down  

mailto:hansond@parliament.uk
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over 25% since 1997 and companies are committed to Flintshire in the 

long-term. I will continue to support families and local businesses 

through this difficult period in any way I can.  
 

 
 

PENSION BOOST FOR WOMEN AND CARERS                                

 

At the time of writing the Pensions Bill is currently progressing through 

Parliament.  The Government has proposed to allow people to buy up to 

an additional six years of voluntary National Insurance contributions, 

over and above those permitted under the current time limits, in order to 

enjoy a higher state pension.  These reforms will effectively means a 

fairer deal to women and carers and those that have incomplete National 

Insurance records and therefore often receive a low state pension. The 

proposals will apply to those who reach State Pension age between 6 

April 2008 and 5 April 2015 and who already have 20 qualifying years 

on their National Insurance record.  I welcome these reforms, which are 

both positive and radical. It will mean that by 2010 around 75% of 

women reaching State Pension Age will be entitled to a full Basic State 

Pension, rising to over 90% by 2025. Compare this to around 35% today. 
 
 
 

SEEKING VIEWS ON ORGAN  DONATION  
 

  Finally, the Government has welcomed a new report by the Organ 

Donation Taskforce, examining evidence on organ donation from around 

the world. The report recommends increasing numbers on the Organ 

Donor Register and an expanded budget for the promotion of the 

Register. Based on the international evidence and the UK consultation, 

the report does not recommend introducing an opt out system for organ 

donation in the UK at this time. 

  The Government is not ruling out a change in law in the future. It is 

setting demanding targets for increasing numbers on the Register and 

may revisit this issue in the future. 

  I would welcome your thoughts on this issue. You can contact me by 

calling 01352 763159; writing to David Hanson MP, House of 

Commons, London SW1A OAA; or emailing me at 

hansond@parliament.uk.               
 
 

[I have asked David Hanson to provide articles about government 

proposals or legislation which are of local or topical interest. Obviously, 

the views expressed are his own. This is the first article ï Ed] 
 

   
 

 
 

mailto:hansond@parliament.uk
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ANNIVERSARIES  
 

During 2008 many anniversaries have been marked. Here are a 

selection:- 
 

1908 

         Ian Fleming born 

         First British flight ï Samuel Cody at Laffans Plain, Farnborough 

         Old age pension introduced for over 70s ï single, 5/- a week, 

married, 7/6 

         Olympic Games in London (White City Stadium) 

         Ford Model T car production started 

         First oil discovery in Middle East (in Persia by fore-runner 

company of BP) 

         Territorial Army (TA) established 

1918 

         End of World War 1 

         Most women over 30 given the vote 

         World-wide Spanish Flu pandemic (25 + million die) 

         Formation of the RAF (from RFC and RNAS) 

1928 

         Equal Franchise Act ï all women given the vote 

         Mickey Mouse ï first appearance shown by Walt Disney 

         First trans-Pacific flight (Australian crew) 

         Penicillin discovered by Prof. Alexander Fleming in London 

         Sliced bread first produced in USA 

1938 
         Superman first appears in óAction Comicô 

         Kristallnacht ï start of German Pogrom 

         Annexation of Austria and the Sudetenland (part of 

Czechoslovakia) into the German Reich 

         World steam record (LNER A4 class óMallardô) ï 126mph ï south 

of Grantham 

         The Beano comic published 

1948 

         Israel created 

         Berlin Airlift started 

         Columbia Records introduce the LP (Long Playing) record 

         London Olympic Games (Wembley Stadium) 

         NHS formed 

         Britainôs Railways nationalised 
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1958 
         Munich air crash (Manchester United) 

         First crossing of Antarctica by (Sir) Vivian Fuchs 

         Parking meters (Mayfair, London) and parking tickets introduced 

         First CND march London ï Aldermaston 

         First UK motorway opened (Preston By-pass) 

         Treaty of Rome ï foundation of EEC 

1968 

         French student riots 

         Last BR steam trains 

         Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy assassinated 

         Russia crushes uprising in Czechoslovakia 

        óRivers of Bloodô speech by Enoch Powell 

1978 

         Worldôs first ótest tubeô baby ï Louise Brown 

         Rhodesiaôs white and black leaders agree on black majority rule 

          Amoco Cadiz runs aground and breaks up off Brittany   

          Camp David Accords signed between Egypt and Israel         

1988 
         Lockerbie bombing (Pan Am 103) 

         Edwina Currieôs egg salmonella scare 

         USSR begins óPerestroikaô (economic reform) 

         Piper Alpha drilling platform disaster 

1998 

         Good Friday Agreement (Northern Ireland) 

         Omagh bombing 

         Operation óDesert Foxô ï Allied airstrikes against Iraq 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most poignant anniversary is of the end of the 

First World War.  

We remember those from our village who fell in that 

conflict. 
 

IN  MEMORIAM  
 

DAVID ROGERS  k. 5.9.1918 in France 

JOHN THOMAS     k. 27.7.1917 in France 

EDWARD WALN        k.  21.10.1918 in France 
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Jasmine, Hannah and Alex having fun at the Halloween party . 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM FRIENDS OF NERCWYS SCHOOL  
 

  On Halloween, Friends of Nercwys School held a Pumpkin Party for 

the children from the village. All the children dressed up in their scariest 

outfits and had great fun.  The event proved to be a great success and 

raised over £140 for the school. 

  After the party many of the children went on a óTrick or Treatô tour of 

the village - thank you to everybody for their patience and generosity 

shown to the children. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

   The Mobile Library will be in Nercwys on the following dates:                          

(all Mondays         8
th
  and  22

nd
 December,           5

th
  and  19

th
 January 

9.30 ï 10.30 am)  2
nd

  and  16
th
 February and  2

nd
,  16

th
  and  30

th
 March 

If customers wish, they can leave their telephone number with FCCôs 

Library Services (contact Paula Jones (704400)), so that they can be 

advised of any cancelled or postponed visits. 
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Eco- Committee Report  
 

This year the Nercwys School Eco -Committee has been putting forward 

lots of new Eco friendly ideas to improve the school. We have put more 

recycling bins into different areas of the school and a tick chart in the 

junior classroom to make sure the lights ar e off when the classroom is not 

being used. We are also putting the blinds down in the junior classroom and 

the office at night to save energy. Last year a solar panel was put on to the 

roof of Nercwys School to save energy. This year we hope to start 

checking how much energy the solar panel is producing. We entered an Eco -

Poem competition called òThe Big Green Poetry Machineó. All the poems 

were fantastic, we havenõt had the results yet. We are continuing the Eco 

tocyns and the Eco pupil of the term. We ha ve also been collecting yellow 

pages again as part of the yellow woods challenge.  
 

By Alex Ridgway, Megan Gaunt, Hannah James and Emma Thorogood 
 

 
 
 

From CBM Gary Aldous 
 

  I have received complaints about parking on the pavements and causing an 
unnecessary obstruction to pedestrians; this is an offence and a £30 fine can be 

issued. 

  Over the Christmas period there will be a drink drive campaign, please do not 
Drink and Drive. 

  Due to complaints about speeding, a speed watch is being set up combining 

volunteers and Police special constables, They are under-going training and will 
be set up by December (with a bit of luck). They will have the power to stop 

vehicles and Issue speeding tickets. 

  Could I ask all your readers to spend 5 minutes on their cars ensuring lights 

are working and clean, that wiper blades clean the windows, windscreen wash 
is in the washer bottles, tyres are at the correct tyre pressure and road legal, put 

a scraper in your car for the outside and a cloth for the inside of your windows? 

Winter is coming and you need to be prepared. 
  From myself, my PCSO Andrea Ellis and the rest of the police team we wish 

you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New year. 
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       SOAR  CHAPEL  NERCWYS 
 

  The year 2008 has nearly finished but there are lots of things happening in the 

Chapel. In July we had to say farewell to one of our most faithful members ï 

Mrs. Edwards. We were privileged to have had Mrs. Edwardsô company for 
many years. We are very grateful for that and we have had many Blessings 

from Mrs. Edwards. 

  The organ has been moved and there is an extra entrance to the front pew. 
Thanks to Graham Peters for the work and to Ifor Thomas for arranging the 

work. Our next task is to make a disabled toilet in the schoolroom. This will be 

done in the New Year. 
  We have had our Thanksgiving service with Dafydd Iwan taking the service 

and he also sang two of his famous songs. We have had our last English service 

for the year when the Rev. Huw Powell Davies took the service but our English 

service before that was taken by Rev. Eirlys Gruffydd. Thank you all who 
helped with the service and all who attended. 

  The childrenôs Christmas party will be on December 7
th
 with mince pies and 

tea for the adults. The children will be taking part in the Church Service on 
December 21

st
 with the Chapel Choir and there will be a service in the Chapel 

in the evening on December 21
st
 at 7.15pm. The collection for the services will 

be for good causes. We will also have our óPlygainô on Christmas morning at 
7am. There is a warm welcome to all our services.  
 

  The Literary Society. 
   

  We have enjoyed Emily and Ieuan Davies and on November 3
rd
 we welcomed 

Idris Evans with ñWise Words and Country Waysò. Ifor Thomas was the 

chairman for that night as Marion Simkin had had a family bereavement. We 

sympathise with Marion and her family in their sadness at losing a loving 
mother in law. 

  Our Bachelors Supper will have taken place on November 17
th
 when the 

Supper will be prepared by the Chairman and his good wife Olga. 
Entertainments will be prepared by Darren Williams. 

  Our panel this year is Mrs. Beryl Lloyd Davies, Rev. Nan Powell Davies, Mr. 

Elwyn Roberts and Mr. Dafydd Roberts. Questions will be prepared by 
members of the Society. The óAny Questionsô will be on Monday evening, 

December 1
st
. The chairperson for the evening will be Ann Edwards and the 

thanks will be expressed by Elisabeth Ingman. Although Elisabeth is in hospital 

at the moment, we hope that she will be better for the evening of the panel. 
  The next few evenings will see rehearsals for our choir. We would like to 

invite anybody who can help us with our choir. 

  We were very pleased to have John and Alex in our Sunday School and thanks 
to Darren for taking so much interest in the young folk of the village. 
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 We are delighted to announce that Robert David Roberts from Dolgoed has 
had his graduation ceremony in London. He has passed with a 2.1 Hons in LLB 

and LPC. The ceremony was held at The Institute of Education (London). His 

certificate was presented by the Chairman of the Board of Governors in the 

presence of Honorary Graduate the Rt. Hon. Baroness Brenda Hale of 
Richmond, who in 2004 became the first woman to become a Law Lord and sit 

in the highest court of England and Wales. Congratulations Rob! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

STOP PRESS: CAROLS AROUND THE TREE ON 

THURSDAY, THE 18
TH

 OF DECEMBER AT 6.30PM.  WILL WE 

SEE YOU THERE?    

Mother and Toddler Group 
 

We look forward to welcoming new faces and 
 

Old friends for a cup of tea (or Coffee) 
 

Tuesday Mornings (term time) 9.30 ï 11.30 
 

Soar Chapel School Room 
 

Free of Charge 
 

We look forward to seeing you next week. 

 

Adam, Thomas, Jake and Robert enjoying their morning tea! 


