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  One advantage of being retired is that occasionally, a leisurely cup of tea 

can be drunk in the morning watching the television. Usually there is dross 
but one series of programmes on BBC1 at the beginning of April caught my 

eye. A lady called Silla Carron had virtually single-handedly transformed her 

run down council estate in Camden, London. Before she took action, the 
estate was rife with drug taking, gangs running amok and people too afraid to 

go out. Through perseverance, the use of ASBOs, badgering her local 

council and involving the youngsters, she made her estate a different place. 
The television programmes filmed her over a year as she was asked if she 

could achieve the same result with a similar ósinkô estate in Plymouth. With 

the help of a few like-minded residents, she did. 

  Now, you may be asking what this has to do with Nercwys?  Silla identified 
several categories which materially affect our way of life, which include: 

 Security ï drugs, vandalism, antisocial behaviour, design of 

buildings and surroundings (Police, County and Community 

Councils must share their responsibility) 

 Improve conditions ï keep place tidy (gardens, parks), eliminate 

dumping, litter 

 Community Spirit ï (lack of), apathy, local residents organisations 

struggling to keep going, so become involved (neighbourhood watch 

schemes, youth groups, pensioner clubs and social events ï see 
advertisements inside this issue) 

  Many of these problems do affect Nercwys to a greater or lesser extent. We 

can all remember a Community Council meeting not so many years ago 

when some residents said that they were afraid to come out of their front 
doors. Antisocial behaviour, whether it be drug taking or just acting in an 

intimidating way, does occasionally occur and it is up to us as a community 

to make sure that even if it cannot be eliminated, it can be kept under control. 
The continued success of the Youth Council is an important step. Most of us 

live here because we want to, but it does need everyoneôs efforts to make this 

a better place. We have made a start at the southern end of the village as a 

Neighbourhood Watch scheme has been set up in our area. If more such 
schemes could be started, then everyone should feel more confident. 

  This issue has a distinct motoring theme, with several articles encouraging 

us to think about our responsibilities, whether as a pedestrian, as a horse 
rider, as a cyclist (donôt forget the village bikes ï contact Bill Brereton) or 

motorcyclist, or as a motorist. How many of us just jump in and go, without 

checking that the vehicle is safe to use or you are fit to drive? The aim of 
these articles is to make our roads safer for everyone to use. 

PeterAddiscott                                                                                         

[Cover:  What all the fuss has been about ς an aerial view of Bryngwyn Quarry] 
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ACTION PLAN UPDATE ς TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 A group of us met with County Council and Police officers on 15th May to discuss the 

repeated concerns about speed in and around the village. 

There are two problems:- 

1. Complaints of speed in the village 
2. Speed and collisions on óperipheralô roads. 

  A change in regulations is imminent ï the new ones may provide better options. But this 

should not stop action now. So:- 

1. Please write to the Assembly Members pressing them for a change in regulations to 

allow for lower speed limits [20mph in a 30 and 50mph in a national speed limit 

area] on unclassified roads; 

2. The Police will progress a óCommunity Speedwatch Schemeô ï basically they train 

suitable volunteers to use handheld speed guns (!); 

3. Encourage young drivers to take part in óPass Plusô; 

4. FCC/NWP will conduct a speed audit and then deploy SID [Speed Indicator 

Display] at appropriate locations; 

5. A óWalking Busô for school was discussed, but not felt appropriate; 

6. FCC will check my proposal for children to design signs; 

7. NCC to write to FCC requesting Vehicle Activated Sign; 

8. FCC undertook to review signage in the area; 

9. Agreed Police to enforce and no longer advise ï as this has gone on long enough    

without positive improvement.  

 We agreed to meet again in late August to review progress.                           Bill Brereton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE   ORGANISATIONS 

Bowling club                                                  -  Ken Jones               01352 759816 
Craft Group        -  Elfrida Jones               01352 756445 
Friends of Nercwys School                             -  Jo Capstick              01352 770924 
Griffith Roberts Charity                                   -  Mavis  Bartlett,         01352  810416 
Mother and Toddler                                       -  Tracy Horrigan          01352  754119 
Nercwys and District Rural Association         -  Malcolm Parry            01352 756401 
Nercwys Cricket Club / Pool Team                -  Mark Gracey            01352 752333 
Village Show Committee                                 -  Mark Gracey            01352 752333 
Village Hall Committee                                   -  Liz Holland               01352 759722 
Womenôs Institute                                           -  Mrs. Sheldon            01352 810446 
Youth Council                                                 -  Bill Brereton              01352 758723         

Would you like your organisation details included in future issues? If so, please contact 
Peter Addiscott on 759986 or at Glasfryn, Ffordd Y Pentre. 
Village Website:  www.nercwys.org.uk 
Community Council Website:   www.Nercwys.net 

http://www.nercwys.org.uk/
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NADRA  NEWS 
 

  Another three months have passed but still the same topics seem to be 

current. NADRA has had lengthy discussions with Scottish Power (SP) 

concerning the continued unreliability of our supplies. There is a different 

excuse for each power cut and I do wonder when their list will be exhausted! 

The quoted excuses are (in reverse order): 

    Date                                                           Cause 

22
nd

 April                  -         Planned (but unannounced) maintenance 

31
st
 January               -         Hailstorm 

8
th
  January                -        Tree across line, Hafod Road, Gwernymynydd 

14
th
/15

th
 December    -        Blown fuse in local sub-station 

  However, some improvements have been made, or are to be implemented. 

Foot patrols have trimmed the trees along the route of our circuit. Our supply 

in the village (circuit 181 ï north of St. Maryôs) comes from the Cefn Mawr 

(Cadole) primary station and all of the switch gear has been replaced. In the 

past, if the circuit auto-reset (after a cut of less than 10 seconds) then SP had 

no record of a cut. However this has changed and line monitoring is now 

active on our 400,000v down to 11,000v circuits, so all cuts of whatever 

duration should be recorded. But any problems on the low voltage circuit 

(440v and 230v) are not auto-recorded so the phone calls are still required. 

There is also a facility (never used in my experience) for a transfer to an 

alternative supply which feeds the southern part of Nercwys (from Treuddyn). 

In the future, this will be altered from a manual transfer to an automatic 

switchover. I hope that you will agree that NADRA is having some effect on 

the activities of SP here. 

The Bryngwyn Quarry Public Enquiry eventually dragged on from an initial 

estimate of two days to an exhausting eight days. As this is so important to 

those who live in the northern part of the Nercwys Parish (and along the 

Nercwys Road), NADRA was represented at the Enquiry everyday and after 

writing a letter of complaint to the Welsh Assembly about some aspects of 

the conduct of the Enquiry, we were put on the list of speakers. NADRA had 

submitted a written statement last October, but in our closing oral statement 

at the end of the Enquiry, we concentrated on the economics of the Quarry 

and that the Quarry company would be overstretching itself, thus leading to a 

further postponement of the commencement of operations, which questions 

the intentions of the Quarry owner after 15 years of ownership. The Inspector             

will complete his report in June and then we will have to wait for the Welsh 

Assembly to come to a decision. 
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  As reported elsewhere in this issue, NADRA was represented at the meeting 

convened to discuss speeding and other road problems within the Nercwys 

Parish. Again the Welsh Assembly is apparently sitting on legislation that 

could help to make our local roads safer (see separate article on page 3 for 

current action plan). 

  Our AGM will be held on Thursday, 19
th

 of June at 7.30pm in the Soar 

Chapel School Room and after an interval (refreshments and raffle), Mr. 

Idris Evans will be giving a talk on Owain Glyndwr. Older members will 

remember his excellent talk on the Welsh Drovers at the Maeshafn Youth 

Hostel some years ago. We look forward to seeing you.  

  Finally, membership subscriptions are now due and once again, they have 

been kept at the 1981 level of £1 or 50p for senior Citizens. A renewal/ 

membership slip is enclosed. Thank you to those who have already paid. 

From what  you have just read, NADRA  has  been  actively seeking either 

alone, or with the help of other local organisations, to improve the services or   

way  of   life  of   our  local  Community,  along  with   the  continued 

production  of  the  Nercwys News. Please support us by joining NADRA, 

either  by seeing any  Committee member (Peter  Leach, Jan and Malcolm 

Parry, Bill  Brereton, Michael  Fearn, Lucy  Hobhouse,  David  Jones  and 

Janina  and  Peter  Addiscott)  or  by  returning  the  enclosed slip to me at  

Glasfryn, Ffordd Y Pentre. Thankyou.                                                                                                                                                                 

Peter Addiscott 

 
Campaign For Real Ale 

  With the good weather [no doubt it will be raining when you read this but as 

I type it the sun shines] our thoughts [well mine anyway] turn to dreams of 

real ale served locally! 

  So, identify your local publican and bend their ear back to serve proper real 

ale ï no more of super chilled keg; tepid lager; or dishwater bitter but a firkin 

of real ale. Good idea for a festivalé. 

  [A firkin is an old English word for a fourth of a barrel, thatôs nine imperial 

gallons. Itôs also the code word for the Russian fighter aircraft Sukhoi Su4]. 

[A suitable Sunday Quiz question ï Ed?]                                     Bill Brereton 

 
DRUGS 

Concern raised by Nercwys School with reference to a drug loaded sweet called 
strawberry quick. 

Message is - don't accept sweets from strangers. 
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CAPEL  SOAR  NERCWYS 
 
  Rydym wedi gorffen ein rhaglenni am ychydig er bod pethau yn digwydd yn ein 

capel ac yn ei cyffiniau. Diolch i swyddogion Rhiw Ial, Llanarmon, cawsom Sasiwn 

plant da iawn ac roedd mwy o blant ag erioed yno. Llywyddwyd y pnawn gan Mrs. 
Ceinwen Parry ac roedd Mr. Noel Parry yn cyfeilio ar yr organ. Arweinwyd y canu 

gan Mrs. Eirlys G. Roberts a diolchodd i bawb gan Mrs. Mary Beech. Wediôr Sasiwn 

cafodd bawb te gyda jam a chaws, fel arfer, yr unig amser rydym yn eu gael. 

Diolchodd am y te gan Mr. Ifor Thomas. 

  Ar Mai 11fed gwahoddwyd y Pwyllgor Ysgolion Sul, plant oôr ysgolion Cymraeg 

yr ardal i Jambori o dan arweiniad Mr. Trystan Lewis (Deganwy). Cynhaliwyd y 

cyfarfod ym Methesdaôr Wyddgrug a chafwyd stori gan y gweinidog Y Parchedig 
Huw powell Davies. Am ei bod yn wythnos Cymorth Cristnogol gwnaed casgliad o 

£70 at y gwaith. Canwyd y piano gan Mrs. Heulwen Sharp gyda chymorth oddi wrth 

Y Parchedig Nan Powell Davies aôi mab Robin. Pnawn ardderchog yn wir. 

  Os na ddaw pregethwr iôr fei bydd gwasanaeth teuluodd Mai 18fed. Am fod ein 
pregethwr Dr. Eryl Davies yn sal gyda llais drwg ac am ei fod yn darlithydd ym 

Mangor hefyd, allwch ddychmygu ei anhwyster. 

  Fe fydd ein gwasanaeth Saesneg Mehefin 22ain o dan ofal ein Gweinidog Y 
Parchedig Huw Powell Davies gyda phaned i bawb ar ol ac mae yna groeso i bawb. 

Cofiwch am ein noson Goffi nos Wener, Mehefin 6ed ac mae croeso cynnes i bawb 

i brynu a chael sgwrs. 
  Diolch bod Sarah yn mwynhau ei thaith, blwyddyn gap, ac mae wediôr cyrraedd 

Canada. Roedd wedi cyfarfod aôi ewythr yn Seland Newydd ac wedi bod yn aros 

gydaôr teulu. 

  
 Y Gymdeithas Lenyddol. 

  Mae rhaglen y gymdeithas bron yn barod i groesawyr gaeaf. 

  Swyddogion y Gymdeithas am y flwyddyn 2008 - 2009: 
Cadeirydd                                    - Mr. Ifor Thomas 

Is Cadeirydd                                 - Mrs. Marion Simkin 

Ysgrifenyddes                               - Dr. Ray Thomas 
Trysorydd                                    - Ms. M. Eirlys Roberts 

Yn gyfriol am y gwasanaethau     - Mrs. Marion Simkin 

Gohebydd                                     - Mrs. Eirlys G. Roberts 

  Diolchodd y cyn-lywydd i bawb am gefnogiôr gymdeithas yn enwedig i Mrs. 
Margaret Hughes am fod yn ysgrifenyddes pen ei champ. 

Diolch hefyd i Ms. Win Griffiths am agor ei thȒ iôr Gymdeithas.                       

O.N. Diolch i bawb am eu cefnogaeth i mi wrth i mi dderbyn Gwobr Thomas Gee yn  
Rhuthun Mai 15fed. Diolch iôr  rhai a ddaeth iôr cyfarfod. Roedd  yn braf  eich gweld 

yno. 
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RECENT  ELECTION  RESULTS    

COUNTY  COUNCIL:          (Turn out for both elections was about 55%) 

Nancy Matthews                       585              Elected 
Carl Ridgway                              181 

 

COMMUNITY  COUNCIL:               (Electoral role: 437) 

Norma Evans                            208                Elected                                            

Lisa Fearn                                   98                                                               

Phil Gerrard                              197               Elected                                       

Horace Nicholls                          232               Elected                                          

Jean Price                                   196                Elected    (not in picture)                                     

Brian Roberts                             198                Elected    (elected chairman)                                      

Paul Roberts                              200                Elected                                            

Gill Smith                                 194               Elected                                      

Cordula Thomas                       156               Elected                                        

Darren Williams                       225               Elected 
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FRIENDS OF NERCWYS SCHOOL 

  Bags2School 

 

  We have discovered a very pain-free way of raising some valuable funds 

for the school. 

  This scheme is charity bags, which once collected are weighed and the 

school gets paid per kilo collected.  Items required are clothing, bedding, 

curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags. 

Items required are then sent abroad to needy families. 

  We have already had a trial run using the families belonging to Nercwys 

School.  This was a big success (raising over £90) and so we have decided 

to expand our collection village-wide. 

  Soé..a blue bag will be coming through your door sometime in mid-June. 

Please read the instructions carefully and fill with the appropriate items.  If 

you have more than can fit easily in the bag, please feel free to use any bags 

you have to hand ï the more the merrier. 

  The collection day is Tuesday 24
th

 June and bags need to be at the 

school by 10:30am ready for the collection van.  If you would like 

someone to collect your bags from your home please call Sarah Crosby 

on 758334. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPONSORED  LITTE R  PICK  ï  SATURDAY,  

28
TH

 JUNE 

Nercwys School children, together with their 

parents, will be helping to make Nercwys a tidier 

place by collecting litter on this date. 

They will be covering Ffordd Y Pentre and the 

sports and playing fields. 

Please give generously when you see them and take care 

driving through the village on this day. 

 

Thank you for your support 
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School Inspection 

 

  On behalf of the Friends of Nercwys School we would like to congratulate 

the Staff and children of the school on their recent excellent inspection 

results. 

  It was obvious they were all very well prepared, and we appreciate that this 

can be a very stressful time for all concerned. The report made interesting 

reading and of particular note was the comment regarding how well the staff 

all work toward teaching and supporting the pupils in an óoutstanding 

mannerô.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Nercwys Live Music Appreciation Society 

 

  This group is alive and thriving. A loose [in a number of senses] group has attended 

concerts across the region, some starring local worthies [well done Peter Leach and 
Vera Thomas]. 

  No membership is required ï we just spot something that looks interesting and go 

for it as we choose.  Amongst others we have seen, and heard, are Rock Legends; 
The Orchestra [ELO spin off]; Carmina Burina; and Fairport Convention. A small 

but select splinter group is going to see Bruce Springsteen on 28
th
 May. 

  The Japanese nose playing of the flute at St. Asaph Cathedral left some of us 

searching for words to describe it! Of course not all of us appreciate all of the music 
all the time [isnôt that right Phil!] -  I donôt think that Fairport Convention will be on 

our forthcoming programme, but Status Quo is definitely on for the autumn.  

More locally we attend concerts at the White Lion ï well done for live local 
entertainment. We also look forward to a proposed Welsh Rock Festival at Alchemy! 

  In order to join this select group you must display an ability to play air guitar, 

preferably while holding a suitable beverage! 

                                                                                                      Bill Brereton 

STRAWBERRY  TEAS 

Sunday,  July  6
th 

 at  St. Maryôs  Church  between  3pm  and  5pm. 
Strawberry Teas 

Raffle 

Admission £2.50 each 
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ST MARY, NERCWYS 
CALENDAR: 

JUNE 
1    Trinity 2: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
4    Archdeacon's Visitation, Deanery of Mold:  St Giles', Wrexham, 7pm. 
8    Trinity 3: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
15  Trinity 4: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
17  (Tuesday): Parochial Church Council meets at 7pm, Soar Chapel.        
22  Trinity 5: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am.  

      Diocesan Conference meets, 2pm, St. Asaph. 
29  Trinity 6: Holy Communion, 11.15am. 
 JULY 
5    (St Mary,  Treuddyn , Summer Fair at Hafan Deg, 2.30pm). 
6    Trinity 7: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
      Strawberry Fair in the Church Grounds, 3pm. 
13  Trinity 8: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
20  Trinity 9: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
27  Trinity 10: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
AUGUST 
3    Trinity 11: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
10  Trinity 12: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
17  Trinity 13: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
24  Trinity 14: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
31  Trinity 15: Holy Communion, 11.15am. 
SEPTEMBER 
7    Trinity 16: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
14  Trinity 17: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
21  Trinity 18: Holy Eucharist, 11.15am. 
28  Trinity 19: Mattins, Morning Prayer, 11.15am. 
 
Look out for the Nercwys Show! plus details of our Harvest Celebrations.... 
 

 

 

The Mobile library will be in Nercwys on the following dates: 

(All Mondays)      9
th
  

    
and  23

rd
 June,         7

th
  and 21

st
 July,                        

9.30 ï 1030am      4
th
 and 18

th
  August,        1

st
,  15

th
 
   
and   29thSeptember.    
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SAFER DRIVING. 

  How  often do other drivers  annoy  and surprise  you?  Do you feel confident on                       Britainôs  

roads? What can we do to improve  safety  for  everyone  who uses  our  

roads? 
  There are now 33.4 million motorised vehicles on our roads but we should not 

forget that there are pedestrians and cyclists as well. Most deaths occur on rural óAô 

class roads. Annually about 3000 road users a year are killed (very roughly 
equivalent to 10 Jumbo jet crashes) and averaged this means that every day about 8 

families will receive the worst news that there is to hear. The greatest number of 

fatalities is in the 20 to 29 age range. It is up to each one of us to take a share in 
reducing this toll.  

  The good  news is that  there are fewer casualties than formerly  ï  particularly  

in  relation to  the  huge  increase in  the number of road users. The police were  

the  first  to introduce  systematised  driver  training  and  their  system, suitably  
adapted, is at  the  heart of  that used  by The Institute of Advanced Motorists.  

To  read  the  detailed  óbibleô  for  safer  driving,  purchase  the  police  driver  

Training  handbook called óRoadcraftô ï available  at all good stationers. Equip  
yourself  with an up to date Highway Code as well  ï  youôll be surprised what  

you have forgotten or never even been aware of! 

  None of us is a perfect driver ï that of course is part of being human. We can, 

however, strive to improve. Consider having your driving checked by investing in an 
IAM óDrive-Checkô, a friendly impartial assessment of your skills which costs Ã25. 

You may well be tempted to follow up by joining the IAM as a full associate in order 

to undertake training for the advanced driving test with your local group. The cost is 
£99 (discounted if you have had a Drive-Check in the last 30 days) and includes as 

many óobservedô runs as you need (average 5 or 6), the IAM training book and the 

test itself. You will drive with trained assessors who will encourage you to build on 
your current skills and lift them to a higher level. The tests are conducted by  Class 1 

police drivers;  these are friendly people who want to see you succeed and you are 

not being asked to óclimb an Everestô to achieve the standard! 

  Remember the life you save might be your own and you may even protect others 
from their errors of judgement.  

  For young drivers aged 18 to 25, The Chester and East Clwyd IAM group is 

currently refunding the course fee of £79 upon successful completion of the test. We 
see drivers from 18 to 80 so there is every reason to consider this worthwhile 

contribution to improving safety on our roads. 

 To learn more contact Chester & East Clwyd Advanced Motorists: 
Web-Site: www.iam.org.uk/groups/chester 

  Or please ring me ï Paul Consterdine ï on 01978 853796 

 
  

http://www.iam.org.uk/groups/chester
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COUNCIL ï CYNGOR CYMUNED NERCWYS  

 

Update from the Annual Meeting, 14
th

 May, 2008 
 

  Brian Roberts was elected as Chair, Darren Williams as Vice Chair 

Six members of the public attended. A question was raised as to a rebate on the 

precept raised last year. The Chair advised that this had been raised at the Public 
Meeting at which the Council had been mandated to budget for action. It was 

suggested to clearly state on flyers in future that the budget would be considered at 

the Public Meeting. 
 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: 
1) It was AGREED that the Council would continue to meet monthly so as to 

provide a rapid process for dealing with community concerns and business. 

2)  The ten minutes for public views ï this was a valuable process and would 

continue. 
3)    The following members would take lead for issues as set out: 

         Darren Williams ï Nercwys School Governors and education 

         Norma Evans ï Police Liaison and Health 
         Cordula Thomas ï Emergency Planning [nb. Meeting to attend] 

         Gill Smith ï Village Hall 

         Phil Gerrard ï Footpaths and rights of way 
         Paul Roberts ï Community Strategy 
 

POLICE: 

  There had been no recorded crimes since the last meeting. There had been a 

complaint of noise over the band at the pub on Saturday, 10
th
 May. 

  There had also been a road traffic collision when a single vehicle had left the road 
and ended up in Eryl Woodwardôs field! On this subject, there was a meeting (15

th
 

May) to discuss concerns over traffic in the area ï to include FCC, Police, Nancy 

Matthews, Brian Roberts and Bill Brereton. 
  Gary has used the speed gun in the village, but this has not resulted in any 

prosecutions. Gary has set up a Farm Watch (see separate article) and data tagging 

for farm equipment. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

  Nancy reported that the Bryngwyn Quarry Public Enquiry had concluded on 13
th
 

May. The Inspector would report to the Minister in due course. The Clerk gave 

evidence on behalf of NCC on 9
th
 May. 

 
ACTION PLAN:  

The Action Plan was revised ï see document attached.  
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REPORT FROM YOUTH COUNCIL: 
  Verbal report from the Clerk. Successful Drumming Session, to be followed by an 

Arts Session. The Youth Council anxiously await the Kick Back Wall! 

 

PLANNING MATTERS: 
044434 Site visit Long Barn Farm; this was approved for 12 months by FCC. The 

Clerk has made a complaint to the Monitoring Officer who misdirected the 

site meeting. 

043969 Ty Newydd Farm ï Approved by FCC. 
044586 Dog Breeding Facility Bryn Alyn, Ffordd Las ï refused by FCC. 

044330 Conservatory etc. Fron Bach, Ffordd Las ï returned to FCC ï No objections 

by NCC. 
044891 Cowshed Conversion, Pentre Bach Farm ï returned to FCC ï No objections 

by NCC. 

044940 Kick Back Wall, Playing Fields ï currently in circulation. 

  The Community Council adopted a new Code of Conduct. Ask to see it if you wish. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 7pm Wednesday, 18
th
 June 2008. 

  The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 
 

²I9w9 ¢I9w9Ω{ ! ²L[[ΦΦΦΦΦ 

..... there will probably be a family row BUT the consequences of not leaving one 
could be even more disastrous. 

  Dying without having made a valid will, means that the State will distribute your 

worldly goods according to a formula that could see money and possessions going, 

not to someone near and dear, but to a far distant relative or ï perish the thought ï 
the Treasury. 

  A will helps you to reduce the amount of Inheritance Tax that your estate pays. 

Currently estates valued at less than £312,000 pay none, but tax is paid at 40% on 
everything over this. £312k may sound a lot of money but when you consider how 

house prices stand at present, despite all the current problems, it does not take long 

to exceed this amount. There are perfectly legal ways of reducing the Tax liability 
and it could save a great deal of money in the long run to talk to an independent 

financial advisor and / or a solicitor. 

  Having worked hard all oneôs life and having been taxed on oneôs earnings, it does 

not make sense to hand money needlessly after death to the taxman. Take advice, 
decide who gets what and pay a solicitor to write it all out in the proper legal form.   

                                                                                   Mavis Bartlett        
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THE  LONDON  MOONWALK  MARATHON  

  Well, we did it! After 5 months of training in all kinds of weather, midnight on Saturday, 

17th May found Louise Edwards, Rhiannon Donnelly, Malcolm and myself on the starting 

line of the London Moonwalk Marathon. It had rained right up to that point but as we 

crossed the line, the skies cleared and we were able to enjoy views of the Thames and some 

of the cityôs best loved landmarks. As we marched the 26.2 mile route, the atmosphere was 

fantastic, with 17,000 women and men willing to ditch their dignity and dress up in 

decorated bras to raise awareness of breast cancer. Our own theme was inspired by our dog 

Monty, who had been a faithful training companion and mascot but who had, much to his 

disgust, been left at home! It was a long, chilly night, but the support of passers-by and 

1,700 volunteer stewards cheered us almost as much as the sight of the huge pink marquee 
(last seen at the Mold Eisteddfod) and the finish line!  

  Our aim had been to complete the walk in 8 hours and raise Ã2,000 for the óWalk the 

Walkô grant making charity which funds vital breast cancer causes. We are delighted to say 

that we exceeded our expectations by finishing in just under 7 hours and the fundraising 

total is over £2,500 and rising. 

  We have been touched by this fantastic support and would like to sincerely thank all 

friends and family who have donated so generously. Love and gratitude goes also to two 

very patient and long-suffering husbands, Gareth and Stephen, who have seen precious 

little of their wives over these last few months! It was an incredible experience for us all, 

but also a wonderful opportunity to support a very worthwhile cause. 

  If you would like to donate or just view our website, it is:  

www.justgiving.com/bosombuddies4 
  Many heartfelt thanks.                                                                                     Hester Wood                                                              
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NERCWYS VILLAGE SHOW 2008  
 

The all-new Nercwys Village show. 
 

After two successful years, the village show is to take on a whole new look 

with 

Mr & Mrs Furse kindly offering to host the show at Nercwys Hall. We are 

aiming to make this yearôs show bigger and better than ever before, with lots 

of new attractions and things to do for all the family. 

The show is to be held on:- 
 

Saturday 26
th

 July 2008 
 

Commencing at 2.00pm 
 

at 
 

Nercwys Hall 
 

Followed by 

An evening party 
 

at 
 

The White Lion 
 

Full details to be announced soon 
 

Make sure you keep this day free and help make this a show to remember 
 

Further details coming soon. 
 

Anyone who would like to help out or who has an idea for the show, please 

contact: 
 

Mark Gracey on: 

01352 752333 - Mobile 07894 116727 or email me at - 

markpgracey@aol.com 
 

(Items for the stalls, including the bottle stall, will be collected before the day. 

Please donate what you can.) 
 

(Latest ï a shuttle bus will be running between the village and Nercwys Hall 

from 2pm until 5pm) 

mailto:markpgracey@aol.com
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SOAR  CHAPEL  NERCWYS 

  We have now finished with all the spring events and at the moment, everybody is 
enjoying this lovely summer weather. The children have enjoyed Sasiwn y Plant 

which was held in Capel Rhiw Ial at Llanarmon. The chair person was Mrs. Ceinwen 

Parry, Mr. Noel Parry accompanied the singing at the organ and the singing was 
conducted by Mrs. Eirlys G. Roberts. Mrs. Mary Beech thanked all for their 

presence, especially the children who sang so well. All the congregation had a lovely 

tea of cheese and jam, a luxury for us all and thanks was given by Mr. Ifor Thomas. 
  The following Sunday, May 11

th
, the children enjoyed the Jambori in Bethesda, 

Mold. Each Welsh school was asked to choose a hymn from the six that had been 

chosen for them. The singing, under the baton of Mr. Trystan Lewis, Deganwy, was 

absolutely wonderful. Many thanks to all who took part. The piano was played by 
Mrs. Heulwen Sharp (Carmel), accompanied by the Rev. Nan Powell Davies and her 

son Robin. A collection was made for the work of Christian Aid and £70 was sent to 

the Christian Aid fund. 
 Unfortunately, our minister for the 18

th
 May was unable to attend, due to losing his 

voice as he lectures as well, so a family service has been arranged by Mr. Ifor 

Thomas. 

  Our next English Service is June 22
nd

 at 2.15pm when the service will be taken by 
the Rev. Huw Powell Davies. A cup of tea will be served after the service. 

  Before the English Service, there is a Coffee Evening at the School Room on 

Friday evening, June 6
th

. Please make every effort to attend; there will a very warm 
welcome to you all to enjoy a chat and buy from the stalls. 

  We are delighted to hear that Sarah is now in Vancouver as part of her world gap 

year tour. More about her tour in the next Nercwys News. 
 

  The Literary Society. 

 

Our programme for the next winter has been arranged. 
The officials for 2008 ï 2009 are: 

Chairman                   - Mr. Ifor Thomas 

Vice Chairman            - Mrs. Marion Simkin 

Secretary                     - Dr. Ray Thomas 

Treasurer                     - Ms M. Eirlys Roberts 

To arrange Services        - Mrs. Marion Simkin 

Press reporter               - Mrs. Eirlys G. Roberts 

 

  Many thanks were given to all who attended the Society and especially to Mrs 

Margaret Hughes for her work as secretary. More details about the programme in the 
next issue. 
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Mother and Toddler Group 
 

Due to dwindling numbers we have changed the day of this group to 

Tuesday. 
 

We hope this will be convenient for more people and looking forward 

to welcoming old friends and new faces for a cup of tea (or coffee). 
 

Tuesday mornings (term time) 9:30 ï 11:30 
 

Soar Chapel School Room                                                            £1.25 per week 
We look forward to seeing you next week. 

 
 

  
  How Green Is Our Village? 
   
  Following the success of the village bicycle scheme inaugurated last year, it would 
be a good idea to think of other green ideas for the village. Yes we have the re-

cycling centre down at the bottom of Gypsy Lane, but did you know that new 

legislation coming out in the autumn will control food waste disposal. 
  Some of the background to this is the continuing drive to reduce landfill, but those 

with a suspicious mind might wonder why Flintshire County  has not issued us with 

óWheely Binsô for ordinary household waste ï could it be waiting to spring a 

charging system? 
  Of course whether you get charged for it or not, dumping food waste is not good ï 

animals may rip open the bin bags that we currently have, making a real mess. The 

food rots and is obviously unhygienic and just goes to landfill, contributing to CO2 
and methane emissions. 

  So, Iôm looking at a scheme with local businesses led by Rick of Alchemy to obtain 

a food waste disposal system. In essence this is what my un-scientific mind would 
call a Mechanical Pig ï you put the waste in, it gets processed, and then you get a 

product out, in this instance, compost suitable for use in the garden. Of course 

funding would be an issue [there may be grants available] and a lot of details would 

need working out. 
  If you are interested please let me, or Rick at Alchemy, know. You could also look 

at www.imco.co.uk. 
 

So  please  complete  the enclosed  questionnaire and  let me know your 

thoughts.                                                                                   Bill Brereton                                    

 
    
The Mobile Office will be visiting Nercwys on Monday, 16th June and probably Monday, 28th 

July and Monday, 8th September.  Times of all visits are 10.15am - 10.45am and the Office 

will be parked opposite the Childrenõs Playground. [Only the first date has been confirmed]. 
 

http://www.imco.co.uk/
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                                                                                                                                                     The White Lion Pool Team 
 

The White Lion Pool team has been having a fabulous 2007 ς 2008 season. 
With seven games left this season we are 6 points clear and it looks promising for 

promotion to the 1st Division for next season. 

Division 2 Table 
Team P W D L F A Dif Pts 

1.White Lion 14 8 4 2 66 46 20 66 

2.Ruthin Castle 14 6 5 3 60 52 8 60 

3.Glan-yr-Afon 13 5 4 4 57 47 10 57 

4.Farmers 14 4 5 5 57 55 2 57 

5.Railway 'B' 13 3 7 3 55 49 6 55 

6.Dolphin 13 5 2 6 46 58 -12 46 

7.Royal Oak 13 3 4 6 46 58 -12 46 

8.Drovers 14 3 3 8 45 67 -22 45 
 

As well as the league success, on Tuesday 13th May we beat The Royal Oak (Hendre) in the 
semi final, 7 ς 5 over two legs to secure a place in the League Cup Final. 

Being 4 ς 2 up after the home leg we travelled to the Royal Oak with the advantage.     After 
ƭƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜǎ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƴŜǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ ŦǊŀƳŜΦ 
Neil then played a class frame to take the crucial 9

th
 frame to put us    6 ς 3 up and back in 

the driving seat. Ben and I then took the winning 10th frame, which put us 7 ς 3 up and 
secured our place in the final. Ben played a great frame, including a shot that turned the 

match in our favour and has to take the credit for all the hard work during the frame. Some 
old timer then potted the black in an attempt to steal the glory!! 

We have seen quality pool from the veterans!! myself, Brian Roberts and Dave Jones. The 
old timers!! Dave Wilson & Andy Eagles, were at the last count equal 1st in the overall 

league ratings for both divisions having both won an amazing 85.71% of their game. Best of 
all is the top class pool we have seen from the younger team members: 

Ben Gerrard, Ed Peyton & Neil Edwards. 
Losing only 2 matches out of the 14 played and reaching the cup final shows a fantastic 

team effort. Well done Captain Brian! 
Come on guys, letΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ н ǘǊƻǇƘƛŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ 

Lion this year. 
Further details on The White Lion Pool Team can be gained from me, 

Mark Gracey on:    01352 752333 - Mobile 07894 116727 
or email me at - markpgracey@aol.com 
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PASS  PLUS  CYMRU 
   

  The information regarding Pass Plus Cymru is available on the following web-site 

address :-                           <dragondriver.com> 

  The course is subsidised by Local Authorities in Wales through Welsh 

Assembly Government Grant funding and is available for young drivers aged 17 - 

25. The total cost of the course is £140 and candidates will only need to pay £20 

themselves. The course involves three hours theory and 9hrs practical driving on a 

1:2 ratio, which means that each driver will have four & half hours each, driving and 

observing.  Courses have been allocated up to September and are available on the 
web-site, with further courses throughout the year. The next one is 28

th
 July at our 

Driver Centre, Greenfield Business Centre starting at 6.30pm. 

  [A very interesting point was made at the recent Speed Meeting held at the White 
Lion (see separate article). Those of us of a more ómatureô age will have learnt to 

drive in one of the small family cars of the day, in my case, a Ford Cortina Mk1. 

Compare these performance figures: 
1965 Ford Cortina Mk 1 1200cc  ï  Speed: 75mph, 0 ï 60: 22secs, 38mpg 

1965 Austin Mini 850cc  ï  72mph, 25secs, 42mpg 

1965 Austin Mini Cooper 998cc ï 90mph, 14secs, 34mpg 

2008 Renault Clio 1.2  ï  100mph, 14secs, 48mpg 
2008 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2  ï  104mph, 13secs, 48mpg 

The 2008 cars are basic models and yet their respective performances are better 

than a 1965 Mini Cooperôs. But the Driving Test syllabus hasnôt changed since my 
day in the 1960s, so an awful lot is being asked of our young drivers to cope with all 

of this extra performance in todayôs cars, as well as the different driving conditions 

(extra traffic, worse road surfaces, aggressive behaviour, etc.). This is a very good 

argument for why, until the Driving Syllabus is completely redesigned, all young 
drivers should have extra tuition, either through the Pass Plus Scheme, the IAM 

award (see separate article) or preferably both. ï Ed] 

 

 
Safer Routes in Communities 
**********************  

The Welsh Assembly has agreed that we can have funding for the following: 
 Construction of a new footway and street lighting to an adoptable standard - 

Ffordd Y Pentre 
 

 Construction of a yellow gravelstone path across the village green from 

opposite the church gate (may have to ask for planning permission) 
 

 Provision of 4 cycle racks within school premises 
 

 This will be done in the next financial year so keep your fingers crossed! 
 

Nancy Matthews                             Councillor for Gwernymynydd and Nercwys 

http://dragondriver.com/
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                      NERCWYS & DISTRICT RURAL ASSOCIATION 
 

CYMDEITHAS WLADAIDD ARDAL NERCWYS 
 

NADRA will be holding their 

Annual General Meeting 

On 

Thursday  19th June  2008 

At the Soar Chapel Schoolroom starting at 7.30pm 

  Followed by a talk on 

 

óTHE LAST TRUE PRINCE OF WALESô                                                       
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF OWAIN GLYNDWR 

Given by IDRIS EVANS, 

All are welcome; refreshments & raffle 

 
 
   NERCWYS  W I 
 

  Five months of 2008 have gone already  ï  where does the  

time go? Nercwys WI has many busy months ahead and so far, 
the speakers have been very interesting. 

  At the May meeting, a Bursary to Denman College was 

awarded.  Names were  put in a hat and the lucky winner was 
Liz Denham. We hope that she enjoys her visit there for a few 

days. 

  In  June  will  be  our óGuest  Nightô when  we  invite 
members of other WIs to join us. We will have a lovely buffet 

and entertainment. Also in June, we are having a ramble 

around the Village on Friday evening (27
th
) starting at 6.30pm from Soar Chapel and 

returning there for supper and a raffle. The cost will be £2 each and non members are 
very welcome. 

  We hope to have an outing in July to Denbigh Museum and the meeting will be 

held on the bus. 
  As usual, there will be no meeting in August and in September, our Produce and 

Craft Show will be held. 
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       Other news. Mrs. Jesse Jones, a past member, will be 92 on 9
th
 July and we wish 

her a very Happy Birthday. 

  Congratulations to Jean Price for being elected onto the Community Council. 

  We were sorry to hear of the death of Mrs. Mabel Bellis (née Manning). Mabel was 
a founder member of the Nercwys WI and was a valued member, holding many 

posts including the presidency. Our sympathy goes to Mel, her husband. 

  Just before going  to print, we have found out that Mrs. Nancy Humphreys, a past 

president, had died. Our thoughts are now with her family.                                                               
                                                                                                            Elsie Sheldon 

 

NERCWYS VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED  

  PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 
   We are celebrating good inspection reports from Estyn and the Church.  The Estyn 

report said, ñThis is a good school and this is evident in the standards of 
achievement, the quality of teachersô assessments and the quality of the care, support 

and guidance it gives to its pupils.   

  The manner in which it deploys and uses its teaching and ancillary staff to teach 
and support groups of pupils is outstanding.ò 

  The report also recognised that pupilsô behaviour in the classroom is ñvery goodò 

and creates a good environment for learning. 

  The Church report said, ñIt is obvious that every child matters.  Teaching staff and 
non teaching staff treat all the children with respect and vice-versa.  All children 

have access to all activities.  All adults in the school community enjoy their work 

and feel their contribution to school life is valuedò. 
  The school is now working on an Action Plan for further improvement. 

  The school will be launching a food co-op on Friday 6
th
 June which will be for 

parents and staff initially but if it proves successful we would like to include the 

community ï a number of parents have already said that they would support this by 
donating their time. 

  We have recently put in some grant applications to try and improve the school 

house garden for use as an educational area and as a resource for the community.  
  We welcome Amelia Jones and Kayla Forde who have recently joined our Nursery 

class as part of the Early Entitlement scheme.  If you know anyone who has just 

turned 3 they might also be able to attend our Nursery between 9am and 11.30am. 
Feel free to contact the school for a prospectus.  We are also happy to have Celyn 

and Gwyneth Parry in school, they have recently moved to the outskirts of the 

village.  

  Sports Day is being held on Monday 7 July at 1.15pm  and the Leaversô Service  is 
onThursday 17 July at 11am at Church. 

Nercwys V P School 
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FARM WATCH  
 

  

  Saturday 5
th
 April saw Cilcain Young Farmers, North Wales Police, 

Neighbourhood Watch and Brynle Williams (AM) come together to launch Farm 

Watch.  

  PC Hazel Goss, Community Safety Officer for North Wales Police, says, "Farm 

Watch is a new initiative which is being run in Flintshire.  Farm Watch, along side 
Neighbourhood Watch comes with so many added benefits in addressing crime and 

making areas where we live and work safer.  The aims of Farm Watch are:     
 

    * Reduce opportunities for crime and vandalism. 

    * Strengthen community spirit so that everyone plays their part in protecting their 
property. 

    * Improve two-way communication between farmers and the Police. 

    * Reduce the fear of crime. 

  As Community Safety Officer for Flintshire, I can provide practical crime 
prevention advice to farmers and landowners to ensure their property and goods are 

as secure as possible, running property marking schemes and advice on security 

cameras and alarms.  I would also like farmers and members of the public to go onto 
the North Wales Police Web Site and register with "My Things". This service is free 

and you can place all your valuable items on this site, if stolen can be circulated 

country wideò. 
  Helen Davies, Chairman of Cilcain Young Farmers, says, ñAs Chairman of Cilcain 

Young Farmers Club, the Farm Watch scheme and data tagging system was 

something that interested me greatly.  There have always been incidents of farm 

burglaries in our area.  Also in our club, one of our young members had a quad bike 
stolen from their farm, it made us stop and think what could be done to prevent 

thieves from coming onto our farms and stealing our property.   

  Community Beat Manager PC Aldous came to the club to give a general talk about 
his work as our Community Beat Officer; it was then that the initiative started.  The 

Community Safety Partnership provided funding for the pilot Farm Watch scheme to 

be set up in Cilcain, in partnership with the Young Farmers.  There was a lot of 

interest amongst our members from the outset as a lot of the clubs members are 
farmersô sons and daughters.  We have appointed co-ordinators for the different 

areas around the village and we have contacted local farmers to get them involved in 

the new scheme.  I think the scheme will bring our farming community even closer 
and hopefully will prevent future crime on our farmsò 

   Gwen Davies, Business Development Manager for NFU says, ñThe NFU is very 

supportive of the Farm Watch scheme.  We hope that the datatag initiative will act as 
a deterrent to thieves operating in rural areas and assist the police in the recovery of 

stolen farm equipment.  The NFU welcomes any such initiative that helps stamp out 

crime in rural areas.ò 
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PC Gary Aldous says ñé. I am pleased to be part of this initiative and Farm Watch 
will be very useful in the rural areas I coverò 

     Jackie Lee, Project Administrator for Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 

Association says, ñI would strongly urge farmers to join the Farm Watch scheme. 
Being a member has many  benefits, including being provided with Farm Watch 

signage and crime prevention information specific to the Farming Community  and 

other general crime prevention advice as farmers are óhouseholdersô too. Flintshire 

Neighbourhood Watch is also piloting Online Watch Scheme (OWL). This will be 
launched in the near future. This will be very beneficial to farmers as messages of 

suspicious incidents can be reported to their members instantaneouslyò.  
 

 

 
 

(left to right)   Ella Ellis, Trustee Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 

                     Allan Ellis, Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 

                     Wyn Davies 
                     Sara Ellis, Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Volunteer 

                     Jonathan Hulme as óBilly The Burglerò 

                     Sara Roberts,          
                     Brynle Williams AM 

                     Helen Davies 

                     Gwen Davies and 

                     PC Gary Aldous 


